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INTRODUCTION  

Neighborhood Team Outreach Strategy  

The Neighborhood Team Outreach process for the Oracle Choice Neighborhoods began in March 

2019. Community engagement throughout the planning process was fundamental to the preparation 

of the Neighborhood Strategy provided in the Draft Transformation Plan and included transformation 

team meetings, community conversations, design charrettes and a variety of outreach efforts 

including Tucson House residents as well as residents, business owners, property owners, partners 

and other stakeholders representing the different neighborhoods within the Choice Area.  

 

The Neighborhood Team Outreach Report summarizes the community input received to this point in 

the process via numerous outreach efforts. It reviews the outreach activities conducted during the 

process and it summarizes community comments received through various means.  

 

The input received from the various groups in conjunction with the Physical Assessment informed the 

Neighborhood vision, goals and strategies included in the Draft Transformation Plan. Additionally, the 

Neighborhood Team submitted neighborhood-related questions to be included in the Tucson House 

Residents Survey administered and conducted by Arizona State University. The results of this the 

neighborhood component section of the survey are included at the end of this report. Both the Housing 

and the Neighborhood teams included questions regarding housing preferences and neighborhood 

needs in the survey.   
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Oracle Choice Neighborhood Physical Assessment  

This Physical Assessment completed as part of the Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan 

funded by the U.S. HUD FY2018 Planning Grant Award, is included as Appendix A of the Draft 

Transformation Plan. The Choice Neighborhood Lead Grantee is the City of Tucson (the City). The 

Target Assisted Housing Project is Tucson House. The target neighborhood or project area 

encompasses several neighborhoods known collectively as Oracle Choice Neighborhood. 

 

In conjunction with the Housing Assessment and the People and Education Assessment, which 

includes the Community-Based Crime Reduction Needs Assessment available separately, the 

Physical Assessment technical report allowed decision makers, partners and constituents to make 

informed decisions during the community engagement process that led to the preparation of the Draft 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan. The Physical Assessment as well as this report 

inform the development of a comprehensive set of strategies and Action Activities design to 

implement positive change.  
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Local Context  

The Oracle Choice Neighborhood is bounded by Historic Miracle Mile to the north; Stone Avenue to 

the east; Speedway Boulevard to the south and Interstate 10 to the West. The Oracle Choice area 

comprises approximately 2.6 square miles within Tucson’s older urban core, north of Downtown and 

approximately one mile west of the University of Arizona Main Campus. The Tucson House, Pima 

Community College Downtown Campus, Nash Elementary School, numerous businesses and 

several non-profit organizations are also located in the Oracle Choice Neighborhood area 

 

     

Tucson House and  Blue Moon Community Garde
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THE ORACLE CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD  

Oracle Choice Neighborhoods  

The eight-neighborhood area collectively known as the Oracle Choice Neighborhood or Oracle 

Choice area includes:  

• Tucson House  

• San Ignacio Yaqui, also known as Old Pueblo, a Pascua Yaqui Tribe Recognized Tribal Community  

• Flowing Wells 

• Miracle Manor 

• Coronado Heights 

• Balboa Heights 

• Ocotillo Oracle 

• Barrio Blue Moon 

 

The boundary of Oracle Choice also includes portions of other established neighborhoods located 

along the major corridors east and south of the area and includes portions of  Keeling, Sugar Hill, and 

Feldman’s neighborhoods east of Stone Avenue and Barrio Anita, Dunbar Spring, and West 

University south of Speedway Boulevard. Due to the potential impact of improvements along these 

corridors, these neighborhoods were invited to participate in community conversation but are not the 

focus of this physical assessment.  

 

Exhibit 3 shows neighborhoods within the Oracle Choice area.
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Exhibit 1: Neighborhoods  
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
This section includes all the community outreach events the Neighborhood Transformation team attended or 

conducted leading to the Neighborhood Transformation Team strategy included in the Draft Transformation 

Plan.  

 

HUD Kickoff November 2018 

This night meeting held at Pima Community College as part of the HUD Kickoff, on November 28, 

2018 included a visioning process conducted by the City of Tucson Planning Department.   

 

Methodology 

 

Facilitator provided two large Post-its and a flair tip pen and asked participants to write “Proud” at the 

top of one Post-it and “Improve” at the top of the other.  Participants were then asked to begin with 

the “Proud” Post-it and write one thing that they were proud of in the Oracle Choice area.  The 

facilitator then called on individuals to share what they had written.  Staff collected Post-its and affixed 

them to a wall, making a first pass at categorizing comments shared.  Participants then went through 

the same exercise with the second Post-it marked “Improve,” indicating one thing they would like to 

see improved in the Oracle Choice area.  The Post-its were transcribed by Rebecca Ruopp, who 

served as the City facilitator for the exercise.  Double question marks indicate where transcriber had 

trouble reading handwriting.  Many participants wrote more than one thing they were proud of and/or 

would like to see improved. Table 1 provided in the Raw Data section of this report  lists “Improve” 

Post-its and Table 2 lists “Proud” Post-its. 

 

Results: Improve Post-its 

 

As shown on Table 1, of the 71 “Improve” Post-its, a total of 22 or 31 percent of responses related to 

transportation/connectivity issues including street, streetscapes, streetlights, sidewalk improvements, 

walkability and bikeability. And of that total, 11 , or 50 percent, referred to lack of walkability.  

 

A total of 18 comments, or 25 percent of “Improve” Post-its responses, cited safety, poverty and 

homelessness as areas needing improvement. Of the total 18 comments, a total of 11, or 61 percent, 

identify drug, dealing, crime and other safety issues as the top areas needing improvement. The 

remaining of responses identified homelessness and poverty as major issues.  
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A total of 7 comments addresses built-environment areas needing improvement including  closed 

down motels/inns, vacant buildings, abandoned buildings and houses, unoccupied areas in trailer 

parks, homelessness, and the need to have safe spaces to live. 

 

A total of 6 comments, reported graffiti, trash and the need for clean ups. A total of 4 Post-its 

suggested ideas for improvements which included: walk-to or ride-to events within the area to 

increase walkability and bicycle ridership; closing streets to feature food, music, history of each 

neighborhood; attract volunteer repair program to rebuild together; and strengthen connection to the 

University of Arizona (UA). Only 1 Post-it identified the area as a food desert.  

 

Results: Proud Post-its 

 

As shown on Table 2, of the 60 “Proud” Post-its, a total of 17, or 28 percent, reported pride on the 

history and character of the area as the historic heart of Tucson citing the historic neon signs, the 

historic court motels, and historic Miracle Mile as part of Tucson’s heritage. Of that total, 12 comments 

directly addressed historic neon signs.  

 

The Services/Institutions category received a total of 15 “Proud” Post-its, or 25 percent, listing Pima 

Community College and schools as anchors, partners within the area such as Arts for All, Gospel 

Mission, and Tucson Police Department and the great restaurants in the area, including Monte Rey 

Court and Taqueria Juanitos and several other restaurants in the area.  

 

Transportation received 8 comments, or 13 percent, including access to public transportation, pullouts 

for public busses, bike/pedestrian crossings at Speedway and 10th and the condition of Oracle Road. 

 

Housing received a total of 7 comments related, three of which reflect pride in Tucson House. The 

remaining addressed a few nice houses with character, buildings that have been renovated through 

adaptive reuse, specifically mentioning Ghost Ranch, a historic court motels successfully renovated 

into a senior’s affordable housing facility. 

 

Public Spaces/Environment received a total of 6 comments, specifically valuing neighborhood parks, 

the City neighborhood center, Blue Moon Tucson House Community Garden, tree-planting efforts 

and West University Water Park on 4th and 1st. 

 

Location received 5 comments, valuing the great central location for service businesses to serve all 

Tucson, proximity to downtown, freeway access, and easy access to rest of Tucson. And 

Demographics received 2 comments valuing diversity of ethnic groups and ages in the area.  
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Community Outreach Program 

A community outreach program including a Four-Month Program prepared by all teams working 

collaboratively in June 2019 at Ward 3, included the outreach strategy for the Housing, Neighborhood, 

People and Education teams. Subsequent Four-Month Plan completed in October of 2019, provided 

the road map for additional meetings.   

 

Public Meetings 

Public meetings were held quarterly in March, June, September and December at Pima Community 

College’s Amethyst Room. The place was selected as a capacity building strategy to: 1) encourage 

participants to engage and get familiar with the programs, opportunities and services offered by the 

anchor institution as well as with other area partners, businesses, services, and resources; 2) offer 

easy walkable access to Tucson Housing residents; 3) engage Tucson House residents, community 

members and partners; 4) inform on project progress and milestones; 5) collect additional input.    

 

Public Meeting March 25 

 

   
 

The Data Input section of this Appendix includes all comment sheets, board comments and comment 

card and provides a breakdown of responses by question/category.  
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Methodology 

 

After a presentation summarizing project information, Table Facilitators provided Recording Sheets 

including: 1) Most immediate neighborhood needs; and 2)  In which specific ways can neighborhoods 

be improved. Participants were given 15 minutes to discuss among themselves and list top items 

under each topic on the spaces provided.  

 

Results 

 

Of the total 41 comments identifying the most immediate neighborhood needs, connectivity, access 

and mobility received top priority with a total of 6 comments. Need of grocery stores and fresh fruit 

stands in a food desert received a total of 5 comments. Parks, community center and fitness park 

received a total of 5 comments, and street safety/improvements received a total of 4 comments. The 

remaining categories received 3 comments or less and are listed in Data Input section included at the 

end of this report. 

 

Of the total 46 comments identifying specific ways to improve and support neighborhoods in the 

Choice area, locally-owned local foods (Healthy Options), pop-up markets, supermarket delivery 

warehouse received top priority, with a total of 7 comments. Accessibility to all modes/walkability/bike  

and pedestrian connectivity, including links to The Loop regional linear park and visible, bike patrol 

presence, streetlights, general maintenance and reduction of potholes received each 6 comments. In 

third place was clean-ups, trash pickup, general maintenance, particularly empty lots and derelict 

properties, mentioning code enforcement as a way to address the later. This category received 5 

comments. The remaining categories received 3 comments or less and are listed in the Data Input 

section included at the end of this report. 

 

Comment Cards 

 

Comment cards were available throughout the duration of the meeting and asked the questions: 1) 

Who else should be involved; 2) How do we get more people engaged in this initiative; and 3) What 

is the best way to reach your neighborhood. Reponses are included in the Data Input session and 

were utilized to refine the outreach.  

 

Comment Boards 

 

Comment cards were available throughout the duration of the meeting. A total of 10 comments were 

posted on comment boards. These included: 

 

• Reinvestment in the Area 

• Quite Neighborhood Streets (15 year/quick return) 
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• Healthy Community (mental, physical, built) 

• Clean and Safe (but not Urban Renewal) 

• Inclusive (process and outcome) 

• Work cooperatively with Tucson House to create, safer, prettier, inviting, modern, clean 

and affordable area 

• History (protect sites, neon signs, businesses, restaurants, hotels) 

• Jobs/activity (indoor/outdoor) opportunities for all 

• Multigenerational area 

• Communities coming together to create safe, vibrant and modern neighborhoods 

 

Draft Neighborhood Vision 

 

The earliest draft of the neighborhood vision included:  

 

• A beautiful, tree-lined community where neighbors help one another. A safe place, where 

families have the resources they need to nurture future generations.   

• Communities coming together to create a safe, vibrant and modern neighborhoods  

 

Public Meeting June 27, 2019 

 

At the quarterly public meeting held on June 27, all teams presented their findings and the 

Neighborhood Transformation team reported back to the community “What We Heard So Far.” The 

neighborhood team summarized neighborhood themes, draft vision and draft goals based on 

previous residents and community input in a poster board.  

 

Methodology 

 

After a presentation summarizing project information, at the Neighborhood Transformation Team 

table, participants who stopped by for more information were asked to place a green dot on the goal 

that they considered their top priority and to place a red dot on any goal they did not support. They 

were also encouraged to edit the vision and goals on the board. The board with the results is included 

in Data Input section of this Appendix. 

 

Draft Vision Statements:  

 

• Communities coming together to create  safe, vibrant, and modern neighborhoods.  

 

• A beautiful, tree-lined community where neighbors help one another. A safe place, where 

families have the resources they need to prosper and nurture future generations 
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Draft Goals: 

1. Support safe, connected, vibrant, sustainable Complete Neighborhoods with access to 

quality housing affordable to all income ranges, parks, recreation and open space, 

resources, services, shopping, employment, amenities, and fresh foods. 

 

2. Provide Complete Streets lined with trees offering multimodal connectivity  

(pedestrian, bicycle, vehicular, transit) throughout the area. 

 

3. Protect historic neon signs, sites, and landmarks and reinstate the area as Tucson’s 

Gateway. 

 

4. Support local businesses and attract needed businesses and services to the area 

 

5. Identify programs and incentives for beautification and public art. 

 

Results 

 

Of the total 24 participants placing a green dot on the goal they considered a top priority, a total of 8, 

or 33 percent, considered goal 1 (Complete Neighborhoods) the top priority. Goals 2 (Complete 

Streets), 3 (Historic Preservation), 4 (business support and attraction), and 5 (Beautification 

Incentives) received four green dots each. None of the participants placed a red dot on any item.  

 

Added comments to the board included: 

1. The word “daycare” was added to goal one (Complete Neighborhoods); and 

2. The word “yes” was placed under historic neon signs. 

 

The board with the results is in included in the Data Input section of this Appendix. 

 

Public Meeting September 25, 2019 

 

At the quarterly public meeting held on September 25, all teams presented their findings and the 

Neighborhood Transformation team summarized:  

1. Completed Items:  

• Draft Physical Assessment submitted to City departments for review and comment.  

• Meetings or community conversations with Tucson House and  Oracle Choice 

neighborhoods located in the /Oracle Choice Neighborhood area. 

2. In Progress Items: 
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• Initiated Design Charrette coordination with Housing Transformation Team. 

• Identified and mapped major opportunity areas within the project boundaries for 

Design Charrette. 

 

3. Coming Soon events: 

• Balboa/Coronado Heights Cleanup coordinated by Ward 3 (Saturday, September 29) 

• Ocotillo/Oracle Clean Up coordinated by Ward 3 (Saturday, October 19) 

• Five Month Outreach Program: 

o Follow up meeting with Balboa/Coronado Heights 

o Follow up meeting with Ocotillo Oracle. 

o Design Charrette coordination and planning meetings 

o Design Charrette (January 2020) 

 

The board summarizing items described above is provided in the Data Input section of this 

Appendix. 

 

In addition, at the Neighborhood Transformation Team Table, the draft vision and goals refined 

to incorporate community input were provided in board format and is provided in the Data Input 

section of this Appendix. The Physical Assessment map series, and other maps illustrating in 

visual format findings, were available for information, discussion, additional comment or input. 

One-on-one conversations with community members were held throughout the event. Most 

comments indicated excitement with the process and the direction. The only specific comment 

provided related to the need for a skatepark written by a 10-year-old.  

 

Neighborhood Transformation Team Meeting (April 2019) 

During the Neighborhood Transformation Team meeting held at Nash Elementary on April 4, 2019, a 

one sheet survey was administer to 21 participants including 24 categories based on input obtained 

during the Public Meeting held on March 25, 2019. The survey categories included: 

1. Safety 

2. Clean Ups 

3. Grocery Store/Pharmacy 

4. Public Services (Police, Fire, EMS, Library, Etc.) 

5. Jobs/Employment 

6. Parks, Recreation, Trails 

7. Outdoor Events (Music, Movies, Festivals) 

8. Farmers Market 

9. Fresh Vegetable/Fruits 
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10. Housing 

11. Better Public Transportation 

12. Tree-shaded Streetscapes 

13. Public Art/Murals/Graffiti Abatement 

14. Places to Eat 

15. Sidewalks 

16. Community Center 

17. Homeless Shelters 

18. Youth Programs 

19. Bicycle Routes 

20. Community Garden 

21. Swimming Pool 

22. Entertainment 

23. Sports 

24. Splash Pad 

 

Methodology  

 

After providing an update on project process, survey cards were distributed among the participants. 

Each table was asked to discuss with other participants prior to answering the survey card. Each 

selection was assigned 1 point for tabulation purposes. The table including survey card input is 

included on the Data Input section of this Appendix. 

 

Results 

 

Of the 21 participants completing the survey card, a total of 11, or 52 percent where Tucson House 

residents, a total of 9, or 43 percent, were area residents and/or business owners, and 1 respondent 

was a member of the City of Tucson Police Department.  

 

Tucson House Resident Priorities: 

 

• Priority 1: Grocery Store/Pharmacy (9 points) 

• Priority 2: Safety, Cleanups, and Farmers Market (8 points each)  

• Priority 3: Outdoor Events (Music, Movies, Festivals) (7 points) 

• Priority 4: Parks, Recreation, Trails; Public Services (Police, Fire, EMS, Library, Etc.); Fresh 

Vegetable/Fruits; Housing; Tree-shaded Streetscapes; and Places to Eat (6 points each) 

• Priority 5: Better Public Transportation (5 Points) 

• The remaining categories received less than 5 points. 
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Neighborhoods Residents and/or Business Owners Priorities: 

 

• Priority 1: Jobs/Employment (8 points) 

• Priority 2: Safety and Cleanups (7 points each) 

• Priority 3: Public Services (Police, Fire, EMS, Library, Etc.) (6 points) 

• Priority 4: Parks, Recreation, Trails (5 points) 

• Priority 5: Outdoor Events (Music, Movies, Festivals); Public Art/Murals/Graffiti Abatement; and 
Youth Programs (4 points each) 

• The remaining categories received less than 4 points. 
 

Comment Cards 

 

Additional comments provided on the back of the flash survey card included: 

• Crime Reduction/More TPD Officers in the Area  

• Don’t Feel Safe in Public Spaces  

• Run Down/Abandoned Properties  

• Need A Distinctive Sign/Brand to Recognize the Area   
 

Neighborhood Transformation Team Meeting (October 2019) 

During the Neighborhood Transformation Team meeting held at Nash Elementary on October 20, 

2019, a one sheet survey was administer to 16 participants including 24 categories based on 

cumulative previous comments. Participants were asked to select their 3 top priorities most important 

to their neighborhoods. The survey categories included: 

 

• Safety 

o Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streets, Parks 

• Neighborhood Prosperity 

o Supporting Local Businesses, Job Training and Job Creation 

o Revitalizing Motor Court Hotels (Examples Ghost Ranch & Monterrey Court) 

• Connectivity Access & Mobility 

o Bicycle Connectivity 

o Sidewalk Connectivity 

o Linear Parks Connecting all Parks, Nash, Richey, & De Anza 

o Improved Public Transportation (more frequent/more routes) 

o Connectivity to Bus Stops 

o Access to jobs, job training & services 

• Neighborhood Services/Amenities 

o Community Meeting Space 
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o Clean Ups 

o Places to shop, eat and entertain 

o Grocery store/pharmacy 

• Community Character/Identity 

o Historic District Signage 

o Tree-shaded Streetscapes 

o Business Façade Improvements 

o Public Art 

• Parks Recreation & Trails 

o Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals) at Parks 

o Action dog park at Francisco Elias Esquer Park 

• Green Infrastructure 

o Water Harvesting/Green Infrastructure/Tree-planting 

o Farmers Market/ Community Garden 

o Access to fresh vegetables/fruits 

 

Methodology  

 

After providing an update on project process, and previous results, surveys were distributed among 

the participants occupying a total of 4 tables. Each table was asked to discuss with other participants 

prior to answering the survey and to reach consensus on the 3 top priorities. Each selection was 

assigned 1 point for tabulation purposes. The survey input is included on the Data Input section of 

this Appendix. 

 

Results 

 

Of the 16 participants completing the survey card, a total of 3, or 19 percent where Tucson House 

residents, a total of 6, or 38 percent, were area residents and/or business owners, a total 5, or 31 

percent, were non-profit organization representatives (partners) and 2 participants were City of 

Tucson staff members.  

 

Tucson House Resident Priorities: 

 

• The top priority for Tucson House residents was Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, 

Streetscapes, and Parks with a unanimous response of 3 points, one for each member.  
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Neighborhoods Residents and/or Business Owners Priorities: 

 

• Priority 1: Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streets, Parks (14 points) 

• Priority 2: Grocery store/pharmacy (10 Points) 

• Priority 3: Improved Public Transportation (more frequent/more routes) (6 points) 
 

Comment Cards 

 

Additional comments provided on the back of the survey included: 

 

• Safe Routes to School and other destinations 

• Park Playground and Equipment 

• Housing (Alternative and Affordable) 

• Revitalize Community (Business/Entertainment Venues) 

• Create more activities to support safe nights 

• Job + Job training options (Zip Car) 

• Ride/Share Transportation for Jobs 

• Van Tran 

• Safety, transportation, access to jobs and services 

• Bus that goes north of Oracle 

 

Thrive in the 05 Spring Fair 

During the Thrive in the 05 Spring Fair held at the Richey Community Center in the San Ignacio Yaqui 

neighborhood on May 11, 2019, the Neighborhood Transformation Team provided a table where two 

versions of the Neighborhood Transformation Team Survey were distributed. One version for adults 

and one version a picture survey designed for elementary and middles school kids.  

 

The adult Survey included 24 categories identified in previous results with the intention of narrowing 

down priorities and included: 

 

1. Access to Jobs/employment 

2. Bicycle Connectivity 

3. Sidewalk Connectivity 

4. Public Transportation (More Frequent/More Choices) 

5. Clean Ups 

6. Parks, Recreation and Trails 
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7. Public Art/Murals 

8. Three-shaded Streetscapes 

9. Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals)  

10. Community Center 

11. Swimming Pool 

12. Splash Pad 

13. Housing 

14. Homeless Shelter 

15. Youth Programs 

16. Safety 

17. Entertainment 

18. Sports 

19. Public Services (Library, Police, Fire, EMS, etc.) 

20. Fresh Vegetables/Fruits 

21. Places to eat 

22. Grocery store/pharmacy 

23. Farmers Market 

24. Community Garden 

 

The picture survey designed for elementary and middles school kids included the following categories 

in graphic form: 

 

1. Activities (biking) 

2. Fresh Fruits/Healthy Foods 

3. Parks and Trees 

4. Movies, Music, Festivals 

5. Swimming Pool/Splash Pad 

6. Homes 

7. Public Art/Murals 

8. Good Places to Eat 

9. Safe Places to Look Up at the Stars 

10. Community Garden/Farmers Market 

11. Sports 

 

Comment cards were also provided at the table. Detailed survey results are provided in the Data Input 

section of this Appendix. All completed surveys are attached at the end of  the Data Input  section.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

21 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 

Methodology Adult Survey 

 

At the Neighborhood Transformation Team resource table, a poster including draft vision and goals 

and a map showing the Oracle Choice area where used to inform project participants on project status 

and help them identified their neighborhood. A ticket to the raffle was given in exchange for filling a 

survey. Survey was translated in Spanish for Spanish speakers and an interpreter/translator was 

available at the table. Each survey included a line for neighborhood. Each selection was assigned 1 

point for tabulation purposes. 

 

Results 

 

Participants filling the survey included residents and/or business owners from: Miracle Manor; Balboa 

Heights; Coronado Heights; Ocotillo Oracle; Miracle Mile; Oracle Road; Flowing Wells; Keeling; 

Craycroft and Grant (1 service provider) and unidentified (1).  

 

A total of 113 participants from the various neighborhoods completed the survey. The results are 

provided below: 

• Outdoor events (movie nights, resource fairs, and festivals yielded a total of 10 points, making 

it the top priority among participants.  

• Safety and clean-ups were the second priority with a total of 9 points each.  

• Public Services (Library, Police, Fire, EMS, etc.), farmers markets, youth programs, splash 

pad, and public art/murals were the third priority with a total of 8 points each.  

• Access to jobs/employment, three-shaded streetscapes, entertainment, and places to eat 

were the fourth priority with a total of 7 points each.  

• Recreations, Parks and Trails was the fifth priority with a total of 6 points. 

• Sidewalk connectivity, public transportation, fresh vegetable and fruits, community gardens 

and community center were the sixth priority with a total of 5 points each. 

• Housing, bicycle connectivity and swimming pool received a total of 4 points 

• Grocery store and pharmacy received the lowest score with a total of 3 points. 

 

Methodology Elementary and Middle School Survey 

 

At the Neighborhood Transformation Team resource table, elementary and middle school students 

were given candy and a ticket to the raffle in exchange for filling a picture survey with their favorite 

color. They were also allowed to paint the survey as part of the process. Survey was translated in 

Spanish for Spanish speakers and an interpreter/translator was available at the table. Each selection 

was assigned 1 point for tabulation purposes.  
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Results 

 

A total of 113 elementary and middle school students completed the graphic survey. The results are 

provided below. For the younger ones: 

• Homes was the top category with a total of 14 points. 

• Parks and trees, fresh fruits and vegetables/healthy foods and good places to eat were their 

second priority, with a total of 12 points each. 

• Swimming pool/Splash Pad and sports were their third priority with a total of 11 points each. 

• Community gardens/Farmers market and public arts/murals were their fourth priority with a 

total of 8 points each. 

• Biking was their fifth priority with a total of 7 points. 

• Movies, music and festivals and safe places to look at the stars were their last priority with a 

total score of 6 points each. 

 

Comment Cards 

 

One comment card was filled stating “pay more attention to our needs. Lack of landscape 

maintenance in community (Coronado Heights).” 

 

Neighborhood Conversations 

The Oracle Choice Neighborhoods area is comprised of very distinct neighborhoods, each of them 

with very specific needs. Surveys alone were not enough to provide a full picture. To delve deeper 

into the specific needs of each area, neighborhood conversations took place at Tucson House 

residents, Miracle Manor, Barrio Blue Moon, San Ignacio/Old Pueblo Pascua Yaqui Council, Balboa 

and Coronado Heights, Keeling, Feldman’s, Sugar Hills. This section includes the result of those 

conversions.  

 

Tucson House Residents Community Conversation 

Neighborhood: Tucson House 
Host: Thrive in the 05 Tucson House Meeting 
Date: May 28, 2019 
Place: Tucson House 
Facilitator: Maria Masque, The Planning Center 
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Methodology 

A total of 19 participants were asked specific questions regarding underutilized neighborhood amenities, 

specifically Esquer Park and the Blue Moon Community Garden, two adjacent amenities to the Tucson 

House to determine reasons why such amenities were not properly serving the needs of Tucson House. 

Residents. In addition, residents were asked where they shop (essentials, groceries) and how they got 

to the market to determine needs. The facilitator asked questions and a recorder, recorded the answers 

on large Post-its sheets for everyone to see. 

 

Results (Esquer Park) 

A total of 19 participants were asked specific questions regarding underutilized neighborhood 
amenities, specifically Esquer Park, located adjacent to Tucson House. 
 

1. When asked how many residents knew about Esquer Park, 14 reported that they knew about 

the park. 

 
2. When asked how many used the park, 14 reported they did not use the park and 5 reported to 

use the park 

 
3. When asked to give specific reasons why they did not use the park, 14 reported that safety 

was the main reason and cited mugging, gang activity concerns and guns in the park. Other 

reasons included: 

• People waiting for Tucson House gate to open in AM; 

• Wash needed cleanup to improve visibility and safety; and 

• Homeless camping on north side of the wash. 

Results (Blue Moon Community Garden) 

A total of 19 participants were asked specific questions regarding underutilized neighborhood 
amenities, specifically the Blue Moon Community Garden, located adjacent to Tucson House. 
 

1. When asked how many residents knew about Blue Moon Community Garden, all attendees 

(19 participants) reported that they knew about the community garden. 

 

2. When asked how many visited/use the community garden, 8 reported to use and/or visit the 

community garden. 

 
3. When asked about how many where interested in using the community garden, 5 were 

interested, and another 5 were interested if issues were addressed. 

 
4. When asked for the major reasons that prevented them from using the garden, the following 

reasons were given: 

• People take the food; 
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• Dogs and people used the garden plots as restroom facilities; and 

• Smoking in community garden. 

 
5. When asked if interested in healthy food cooking classes, 9 people were interested. A 

participant added that seeds can be bought using SNAP. 
 

Results (Tucson House Patio and Swimming Pool Amenities) 

1. When asked how many residents used the Tucson House back patio and swimming pool 

amenities, 1 reported to use these amenities and 7 reported that they would use the 

area if safe. 
 

2. When asked about the reasons for not using these amenities, reasons included: 

• Needs lights in the gazebo; 

• Needs misters during hot summer; 

• People drop things of balconies; and 

• Lack of safety. 

Results (Where Do Tucson House Residents Go Grocery/Medication/Retail Shopping?) 

1. When asked where Tucson House residents go shopping: 

• Fry’s was a destination for grocery shopping  

• Walmart was a destination for both grocery and retail shopping 

 
2. When asked what mode of transportation was used to go to Fry’s and Walmart, responses 

included: 

• 7 used bus  

• 2 used car; 

• 10 needed transportation to get groceries. 

 
3. When asked about the bus experience for those using the bus, responses included: 

• Must take two buses including a transfer in the Downtown bus station (this may take 

more than 4 hours for a round trip); 

• Safety and wheelchair access were cited; and 

• Those taking the Sun Van which is ramp-fit to accommodate wheelchair reported time 

restrictions when using this service. 

 

4. When asked about ways participants obtained their medications, the following methods were 

reported: 

• Walmart 

• Mail delivery 
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• CVS at University and Euclid (long distance from Tucson House) 

• Target (long distance from Tucson House) 

 
5. When asked about places to eat, Tucson House residents responded that there are no 

restaurants in the vicinity and that they would like to have places to go out and eat. 

 

Results (Safety) 

1. When asked about overall safety, responses included: 

• Elevator safety, parking lot safety (vehicles vandalized) and random knocking on doors 

at night were reported; and  

• Need for lights (LED) in parking lot. 

 

Additional Meeting Notes 

• Existing park and community garden are underutilized due to safety and/or sanitation issues. In 
the case of the community garden sanitation is an issue (growing food for consumption in a 
space that is used by dogs and humans as a restroom is unsanitary). 
  

• A Tucson House resident pointed out that there used to be a market store in the area and that 
the underutilized annexed building on the east side of the Tucson House could be used to 
include a marketplace. La Fuente an empty building that used to be a restaurant located at 
walking distance from Tucson House was also mentioned as a potential space for a market. 
 

• Since the closure of Walgreen (Oracle and Grant) residents lack a pharmacy at walking distance 
to get their medications and purchase items such as milk, juice and bread. Although some order 
medications online, most residents do not have access to computers. 
 

• A healthy, active lifestyle is discouraged due to lack of grocery and retail stores, pharmacies, 
and other services and amenities at walking distance from Tucson House, increasing reliance 
on automobile and public transit modes.   
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  Blue Moon Community Garden                                              Esquer Park 

 

Miracle Manor Community Conversation 

Neighborhood: Miracle Manor 
Host: Miracle Manor Neighborhood Association 
Date: July 10, 2019 
Place: Good News Church 
Facilitator: Maria Masque, The Planning Center 
 

Methodology 

A map of the neighborhood was used to guide the conversation. Participants were asked to place a 
small green dot on those areas they felt where community assets, a blue dot on those areas they 
considered opportunities. A yellow dot indicated caution and a red one indicated challenges. 
 

Results  

As dots where placed on the map, the facilitator and other team members recorded thoughts, which  
are summarized below. 
 
Community Assets (Green Dots) 
 

• Jacinto Park 
o Brings community together 
o A place for kids and parents 
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o Gathering area 
o Events in the park have included BBQs, movie nights, birthday parties 
o Idea for future event: karaoke in the park 
o Electricity is off at the park 
o New small free library box to be built in the park soon (previous one was destroyed) 

 

• Monterey Court 
o Multiple events, bands, entertainment 
o Community wants to support small businesses in the area 
o Artist community 
o Employs people that live in the area 
o Wants to be a business that doesn’t “just close up at night,” needs more eyes on the 

street and neighborhood watch to alert the police of crimes occurring in the area. 
 

• Good News Church 
o Frequent community outreach 
o Organizes community cleanups 
o Offers assistance with housing repairs – rebuilt a porch, serviced A/Cs and coolers 
o Food handouts 
o “Adopt a block” program 
o Need volunteers for repair projects 
o Thinks word of mouth is most effective way for people to hear about their efforts  

 

• Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
o Also provides some community services 

 

• Nash Elementary School 
o Recent tree planting effort at Nash provided by Tucson Clean and Beautiful (need more 

volunteers to water trees) 
o Neighborhood association is working with the school on making a community garden 

somewhere in the neighborhood 
 

• Little Neighborhood Market (R&K Market) 
o Sells basic items and some produce, owners are very nice and involved in the 

community 
 

• Ghost Ranch Lodge (renovated historic court motel) 
o Gathering place 
o Provides low-income housing for seniors 
o Helps the community 

 

• Gospel Rescue Mission 
o Does a lot of great work in the community by providing a variety of services to  people 

who are homeless and/or in need. 
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• Arts for All has been inspiring children with and without disabilities to participate in the arts, 
great community partner. 

• Teen Challenge offers a safe and healing environment for youth, adults and families struggling 
with life-controlling problems. 

• Riviera Motel provides a clean, neat facility with a committed management team, owner lives 
there. 

• La Frontera offers the possibility of more low-income housing in the area (Sleepy Hollow site) 

 
Opportunities (Blue Dots) 
 

• The former Sleepy Hollows site provides a possibility to increase low-income housing home 
ownership in the area 

• Day labor on Grant & 15th (near Taqueria Juanito’s) provides day jobs for residents 

• Main corridors (Grant, Oracle, Miracle Mile) offer economic development opportunities for: 
o Job creation 
o Revitalization of old court motels for retail/restaurant – similar to Monterey Court a non-

residential model for court motel revitalization located in the neighborhood 
o Revitalization of old court motels for low-income residential – similar to Ghost Ranch 

Lodge a residential model for court motel revitalization located in the neighborhood 
o Increase retail along these corridors - more businesses similar to Monterey Court  
o Increase “Green Corridors” with more tree planting 

• Faith-based rehab program desired 

• Bicycle corridors (on Fairview and Blacklidge specifically) would really help connectivity  

• Potential site for future grocery store at Grant and Oracle (formerly Walgreens) 

• Possible La Frontera housing site at Blacklidge and Oracle 

• Vacant parcels on Grant near Fairview and Oracle just north of Grant  (potential development) 

 
Caution (Yellow Dots) 
 

• Curves – Although a community-oriented business (outreach, involved), problematic clientele 
and activities 

• Residents receive predatory mail offering to buy their properties at low cost 

• Liquor store at Grant and 15th Ave. Need eyes on 15th Avenue, which traverses the 
neighborhood and connects to Jacinto Park and Nash Elementary School. 

 
Challenges (Red Dots) 
 

• Poor connectivity to The Loop west of I-10 due to difficulty crossing I-10. Connection to the 

Loop path desired to improve access and connectivity throughout the neighborhood and to 

provide recreation opportunities. 

• Low home ownership 

• Terrace, Mountain View, Wayward Winds (hotels): locations of crime, drugs, sex work, etc.  
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• COPE Building not monitored properly, not well managed, many complaints 

• Large population of homeless people throughout the neighborhood. Started a fire behind Juanito’s, 

burned a building and a car. General sentiment is that neighbors would like homelessness 

addressed/ dealt with 

• Trash throughout the neighborhood. Lots of people walk in the neighborhood, littering happens 

often. Block-by-Block clean-up crews needed  

• Vandalism at Monterey Court 

• There is crime throughout the neighborhood, much of which is thought to come from people 

living outside the neighborhood 

• Neighborhood connectivity is poor 

• Budmoore Terrace has a lot of issues with transients, sex offenders, trash, and safety 

• Access to grocery stores 

• Neighbors reported seeing people with disabilities walking/using a wheelchair to get to grocery 

stores, crossing Oracle at dangerous locations 

Additional Meeting Notes 

• The vacant Walgreens building and adjoining vacant lot to the north on Oracle Road were 
identified with one blue (opportunity) dot each. Neighbors pointed out that this would be an 
excellent location for a grocery store.  
 

• Multiple locations on Miracle Mile were identified with dots: green (asset) dots were placed on 
the Ghost Ranch Lodge, Monterey Court, Riviera, and Gospel Rescue Mission. These were 
chosen as assets because they represent a successful redevelopment project, community 
service organization, low-income housing in the area, and a hotel that is run well and does not 
tolerate criminal activity. Red dots were placed on the mobile home park behind Monterey Court 
as well as the Sunland Hotel, which is a hot spot for graffiti and crime. All other motor court 
hotels were identified with yellow (caution) dots, as they are areas with higher instances of crime 
and drug use. TD’s Showclub was identified with a yellow (caution) dot. Residents explained 
that while the owner of the showclub is very community oriented, clientele is problematic. A 
vacant lot on miracle mile was identified with a blue (opportunity) dot as a potential site for 
development. 
 

• Part of the discussion lead to a conversation about the need for affordable housing in the 
neighborhood. The residents mentioned Sleepy Hollow as an opportunity site for this type of 
housing, a currently vacant site that attracts crime. The to increase homeownership in the area 
by including affordable options was also discussed. 
 

• Jacinto Park and Nash Elementary School were both identified with green (asset) dots. A red 
(challenge) dot was also placed on Jacinto Park due to some crime and safety issues 
experienced by residents.  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

30 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 

 

Miracle Manor Assets, Opportunities, Caution and Challenges Map 
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Barrio Blue Moon Community Conversation 

Host: Barrio Blue Moon Neighborhood Association 
Date: August 4, 2019 
Place: St. Elizabeth’s Health Center 
Facilitators: Maria Masque, The Planning Center 
 

Methodology 

A map of the neighborhood was used to guide the conversation. Participants were asked to place a 
small green dot on those areas they felt where community assets, a blue dot on those areas they 
considered opportunities. A yellow dot indicated caution and a red one indicated challenges. 
 

Results  

As dots where placed on the map, the facilitator and other team members recorded thoughts, which  
are summarized below. 
 
Community Assets (Green Dots) 
 

• Esquer Park 

• Estevan Park 

• Blue Moon Garden (Community Garden) 

• Gem Show – proximity to big fossil/gem/mineral warehouses on Oracle 

• Proximity to thoroughfares through city: Oracle Road and Speedway Boulevard 

• Proximity to Downtown 

• Proximity to Pima Community College Downtown Campus and the University of Arizona main 

campus. 

Opportunities (Blue Dots) 
 

• Gem Show - Could create a street fair-type event during the Gem Show to bring some revenue 

into the neighborhood (neighborhoods arts and crafts tables) 

• La Fuente (currently a vacant building located at walking distance on Oracle Road with 

potential for a market) 

• Vacant parcel on 14th Avenue just north of Speedway 

• Vacant parcel on Fairview and 15th Avenue – potential for housing 

• A linear park along 15th Avenue linking all the parks and community assets (school, Richey 

Center, etc.) was suggested during this meeting as an opportunity to connect parks, 

community center and school and improve connectivity while offering safe routes to schools 
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• Providing connectivity to The Loop and Estevan park and safe pedestrian and bicycle 

crossings on Speedway were also desired 

• A green infrastructure/linear park corridor with opportunity for water harvesting south of 

Speedway from Estevan Park to Anza Park was also suggested 

• Francisco Elias Esquer Park and Bloom Moon Community Garden 

• Opportunity for water harvesting in the park. Using the underutilized space in the northwestern 

portion of the park (where much of the drug use occurs, people hide out in that area) Exercise 

fitness stations and a dog pork at Esquer Park would could activate the area 

• Having events in the park and community garden to help activate these spaces may address 

some of the safety issues 

• Opportunities for murals/beautification were identified, especially on gem show warehouses 

with long walls fronting Oracle Road and the neighborhood 

• Opportunity for utilization of parking areas associated with gem-show businesses for other 

purposes during times of the year when these are underutilized was also mentioned 

 

Caution (Yellow Dots) 
 

• Child Detention Center – Southwest Key Program Casa Oracle was mentioned as a place 

where other uses would be more desirable for defining a cohesive neighborhood, including 

Tucson House and Barrio Blue Moon 

• Safety issues in neighborhood, including crime in Esquer park 

• Train 

• Noise from industry 

• Speeding on Helen Street. Need more speed bumps. People don’t stop at the stop sign on 

Helen and 14th Street 

• Need safe crossing across Speedway Boulevard to connect Estevan and Esquer Parks, 

crossing Speedway Boulevard, a major arterial is not safe for kids. Safe pathways into Esquer 

Park are needed as well as safety along the train tracks across Speedway and up 14th Avenue 

with connectivity to 15th Avenue linear park 

• Also need safe paths across Oracle and through alley on the south side of Tucson House 

annex building 

Challenges (Red Dots) 

• Pedestrian connectivity to areas south of Speedway – very difficult to cross, requires going out 

of way 

• Flooding on Mabel (15th & Mabel especially bad) 

• Esquer Park 

o Drug use 

o Health and safety hazards 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

33 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 

o No bathroom 

o Tons of trash in the park every day, city can’t keep up  

o Homeless bathe in drinking fountains at Esquer Park  

• Homeless using Blue Moon Garden as a bathroom 

• Blue Moon Garden often locked 

• Not enough places to buy food nearby 

• Grocery stores where residents’ shop (Food City on St. Mary’s, Safeway on St. Mary’s, 

Albertson’s, Fry’s) all require a car or a bus ride for those lacking transportation 

Additional Meeting Notes 

• A total of eleven dots were placed on Esquer Park; four green (assets), five blue (opportunities), 

one yellow (caution), and one red (challenges). 

• Flood hazard locations on 15th avenue were identified as challenges and caution areas by six 

community members. Three dots placed were yellow (caution) and three were red (challenge).  

• Trails through the local roadways were identified by community members as caution (yellow 

dots) and challenges (red dots). These trails are used by homeless people to access the park 

from south of Speedway, west of I-10, and east of Oracle. These trails are associated with drug 

use and sales. 

   

  
Blue Moon Community Garden (Top Images) and Esquer Park (Bottom Images)  
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Barrio Blue Moon Assets, Opportunities, Caution and Challenges Map 
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Feldman’s, Sugar Hill, and Keeling Community Conversation 

Neighborhoods: Feldman’s, Sugar Hill, and Keeling 
Hosts: Feldman’s Neighborhood Association, Sugar Hill Neighborhood Association, Keeling 
Neighborhood Association 
Date: July 11, 2019 
Place: Donna R. Liggins Recreation Center 
Facilitators: Maria Masque, The Planning Center 
 

Methodology 

A map of the neighborhood was used to guide the conversation. Participants were asked to place a 
small green dot on those areas they felt where community assets, a blue dot on those areas they 
considered opportunities. A yellow dot indicated caution and a red one indicated challenges. 
 

Results  

As dots where placed on the map, the facilitator and other team members recorded thoughts, which  
are summarized below. 
 
Community Assets (Green Dots) 
 

• Stone Corridor goes through much of the city, leads to downtown 

• Proximity to University of Arizona 

• Pima Community College workforce development and programs 

• Historic buildings and signs on Drachman Street  

• Southern AZ Rain Gutters Water harvesting work in the community 

• Bicycle Inter-Community Art & Salvage (BICAS) 

• Pho #1 - Good restaurant, walkable from Sugar Hill neighborhood 

• Mansfield Park and Donna R. Liggins Recreation Center 

• Anza Park 

• Bike share stations nearby 

Opportunities (Blue Dots) 
 

• Using vacant building for a market similar to the former 17th Street market to create opportunities 

for community to grow/sell produce and goods 

• Drop-in detox/rehab needed - another potential use for vacant building 

• Lots of opportunities in the area for water harvesting/green infrastructure due to poor drainage 

on roadways during storm events 

• Using vacant lots for food trucks, public gathering space, farmers markets, and community 

gardens 
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• Increase of owner-occupied housing in the last few years. Residents would like to see more 

owner-occupied and less rentals 

• Residents desire opportunities for elders to age in place 

• More public art throughout the neighborhoods desired 

 

Caution (Yellow Dots) 
 

• Not enough grocery stores 

• Old hotels along Drachman Street- It was explained that these properties are now owned by 

Pima Community College and will be a part of the college campus. 

• Many properties that were built for student housing are being used for vacation rental Airbnb  

• Lot on Speedway and 6th owner only wants to build student housing1 

• The University’s influence spreading, impacting home values in these neighborhoods 

• Free parking in these neighborhoods could lead to more students parking on residential streets 

 

Challenges (Red Dots) 
 

• Gentrification 

o Residents are very concerned about any development along Stone causing 

gentrification in their neighborhoods 

o Particularly worried about original residents in Sugar Hill (historically African-American 

community) 

o Propose property tax freezing or other mechanism to combat displacement of residents 

• Bike share programs are not affordable for low-income and homeless 

• Bus routes are not great. Long waits, no shade on bus stops. Most people walk to their 

destinations instead of using the bus because of this 

• Lack of shade throughout the neighborhoods. Bus stops are particularly bad (in full sun) 

• Many areas with no sidewalks 

• No bicycle crossing at Stone and Blacklidge 

• Very difficult to ride a bicycle on Lester Avenue  

• No safe pedestrian crossing on Stone in front of Pima Community College – many people cross 

the street in dangerous areas to get to the campus2 

• No safe pedestrian crossings at multiple points along Stone Avenue 

 

1 This lot is outside of the Oracle Choice Neighborhood area. 
2 Signalized intersections at the intersections of Drachman and Stone Avenue and Speedway and Stone Avenue with 
crosswalks exist. People cross the street between these two, which are located a block away from each other. 
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• Lack of lighting throughout neighborhoods 

• No good connections from San Ignacio/Old Pascua neighborhood to Mansfield Park. Many 

kids from Old Pueblo make an unsafe journey to get to the park. Suggested a linear park 

connecting Old Pascua to Park 

• Homelessness is a major issue. Residents want to find ways to help and suggested using 

vacant lots and neighborhood parks to allow people a place to sleep  

• Anza Park attracts many homeless with no resources, which makes other park users not want to 

use the park 

 

Additional Meeting Notes 

• Pima Community College was identified by community members with seven dots: two green 

(assets), two yellow (caution), and two red (challenges). Community members were concerned 

about preserving the heritage of the old motels on Drachman Street, which are now a part of 

the  Pima Community College campus. Residents also saw the hotels as an area of caution 

(abandoned locations for drug use and crime) and an opportunity for redevelopment and/or 

expansion of the college.  

 

• Neighbors identified locations along Stone Avenue where connectivity is poor. Seven red 

(challenge) dots were placed on the map in these locations and comments were shared as to 

which areas lacked sidewalks and wheelchair accessibility.  

 

• Four green (asset) dots were placed on Mansfield park, identifying it as an important 

community asset/amenity and as a major community center. Arrows drawn from the park to 

surrounding neighborhoods were labeled with red (challenge) dots due to poor connections 

and accessibility for residents.  

 

• Neon signs were identified for their historical significance. 
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Feldman’s, Sugar Hill, and Keeling Assets, Opportunities, Caution and Challenges Map 
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Balboa Heights and Coronado Heights Community Conversation 

Neighborhoods: Balboa Heights and Coronado Heights 

Hosts: Balboa Park Marty Birdman Center 

Date: October 29, 2019 

Place: Balboa Park Marty Birdman Center 

Facilitators: Maria Masque, The Planning Center 

 

Methodology 

Meeting was prepared to follow the same methodology utilized in all Community Conversations with the 

different neighborhoods in the Oracle Choice Neighborhood area. A map of the neighborhood had been 

prepared to guide the conversation. Participants would be asked to place a small green dot on those 

areas they felt where community assets, a blue dot on those areas they considered opportunities. A 

yellow dot indicated caution and a red one indicated challenges. Since Maryann Beerling, Chief 

Executive Director with Compass Affordable Housing, Inc., was the only person attending this 

community conversation, notes were taken. 

 

Results  

Major challenges affecting this area, from Maryann’s point of view included: 
 

• Lack of safety due to criminal activity, vandalism, and drug use 

• Large homeless population 

• Low police presence contributing to the high incidence of crime in the area 

• Need to install security cameras, patrol often and cleanup the area 

• Improvements are not going to work until all of the above are addressed 
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Dunbar Spring, Barrio Anita & West University Community Conversation 

Neighborhoods: Dunbar Spring, Barrio Anita and West University 

Hosts: Dunbar Spring 

Date: January 12, 2020 

Place: Dunbar Auditorium 

Facilitators: Poster, Mirto, McDonald (PMM) and The Planning Center 

 

This community conversation was coordinated by PMM and the focus was primarily housing. The 

Planning Center facilitated the neighborhood table. These neighborhoods are located south of the 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood area.  

 

Methodology 

The neighborhoods focus table invited participants to share their thoughts about neighborhood needs. 

The Director of the City of Tucson Parks and Recreation Department participated in the discussion. 

 

Results  

Participants identified the following needs: 
 

• Estevan Park needs a covered playground area 

• Safe connectivity between Estevan Park and Esquer Park is needed for children, pedestrians 

and bicycle users 

o Signalized intersection and crosswalk at Speedway Boulevard and Main Street (Oracle 

Road changes names to Main south of Speedway) is not a safe crossing 

o Speedway is to wide and there is not enough time to cross leaving mothers with strollers 

and younger kids trapped in the median before they can cross all the way in a dangerous 

intersection  

o Participants liked the concept of  a linear park along 15th Avenue and proposed using the 

underutilized vehicular bridge over Speedway to connect Dunbar Spring, Barrio Anita, 

and Barrio Blue Moon and their respective parks, Estevan, Barrio Anita and Esquer 

parks. This will also improve connectivity to the bicycle boulevard along University 

Avenue and to the El Paso and Southwest Greenway, the regional trail providing 

connectivity to The Loop via St. Mary’s and Cushing streets and to other regional trails 

• Safe pedestrian/bicycle crossing on Main Street at 1st and 2nd Streets 

• The area is a food desert, grocery stores, food trucks selling fresh produce and a farmers market 

are needed. Caridad’s Kitchen the Community Food Bank industrial kitchen can play a role in 

organizing food market 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

41 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 

  
 

  
Underutilized Vehicular Bridge Over Speedway Proposed by Participants as Safe Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Bridge  

• There is a strong artist community in the area. Allow conversion of empty warehouses to support 

sustainable and affordable live/work including art studio and community space/gallery for artists 

and community gathering 

 

 

Playground at Barrio Anita Park 
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Thrive in the 05 Resource Fair Fall 

During the Thrive in the 05 Fall Resource Fair held at Nash Elementary, located in the Miracle Manor 

neighborhood, on November 2, 2019, the Neighborhood Transformation Team provided a table 

where the Neighborhood Transformation Team Survey was distributed.  

 

The Neighborhood Transformation Team Survey included 16 categories based on previous 

cumulative community engagement results. These categories included:     

 

1. Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streetscapes, Parks 

2. Bicycle Connectivity 

3. Sidewalk Connectivity 

4. Improved Public Transportation (More Frequent/More Choices) 

5. Connectivity to Bus Stops 

6. Bicycle, Pedestrian, Bus Access to Jobs, Job Training & Services 

7. Places to shop, eat and entertain 

8. Grocery Stores/Pharmacy 

9. Tree-shaded Streetscapes 

10. Business Façade Improvements 

11. Public Art 

12. Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals) at Parks 

13. Connectivity to Parks and Trails in the Choice Area 

14. Water Harvesting/Green Infrastructure/tree planting 

15. Farmers Market/Community Garden 

16. Access to fresh vegetables/fruits 

 

Methodology Adult Survey 

 

At the Neighborhood Transformation Team resource table, a poster including draft vision and goals 

and a map showing the Oracle Choice area where used to inform project participants on project status 

and help them identified their neighborhood. A ticket to the raffle was given in exchange for filling a 

survey. Survey was translated in Spanish for Spanish speakers and an interpreter/translator was 

available at the table. Each survey included a line for neighborhood. Each selection was assigned 1 

point for tabulation purposes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

43 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 

Results 

 

A total of 41 participants filled the survey. Participants filling the survey included residents and/or 

business owners from: Miracle Manor; Balboa Heights; Coronado Heights; Ocotillo Oracle; Miracle 

Mile; Oracle Road; Choice Neighborhood vicinity (1); and unidentified (6). The results are provided 

below 

 

• Priority 1: Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streetscapes, & Parks (26 points) 

• Priority 2: Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals) at Parks (18 points) 

• Priority 3: Places to shop, eat and entertain (14 points) 

• Priority 4: Grocery Stores/Pharmacy (12 points) 

• Priority 5: Sidewalk Connectivity (11 points) 

• Priority 6: Connectivity to Parks and Trails, Access to Fresh Foods and Vegetables and 

Public Art (7 points each) 

• Priority 7: Connectivity to Bus Stops  and Tree-shaded Streetscapes (6 points each) 

• Priority 8: Bicycle Connectivity, Improved Public Transportation (More Frequent/More 

Choices) and Farmers Market/Community Garden 

• Priority 9: Bicycle, Pedestrian, Bus Access to Jobs, Job Training & Services (4 points), Water 

Harvesting/Green Infrastructure/tree planting (3), Business Façade Improvements (2 points) 

 

Comment Cards 

 

One comment card was filled stating “end  homeless people sleeping on the streets/alleys.
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Design Charrette Series 
 

What is a Design Charrette? 
 

The Planning Center award-winning Design Charrette process is a three-phase, holistic, collaborative 

and transparent planning process during which multiple meetings with different stakeholder groups 

are held in one day or two as the central transformative event. The objective of this dynamic and 

transparent planning and design process is to produce feasible plans and concepts owned by the 

community. A multidisciplinary charrette team, consisting of Tucson House residents, Oracle Choice 

area neighborhoods and businesses, stakeholders, community partners, support staff feeds the 

physical design process. For the Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan the process includes the 

following phases: 

 

Charrette Preparation Phase  

 

Involves analysis of all pertinent data. For the Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan this phase 

included the preparation of various assessments by the various teams:  

• Physical Assessment (Neighborhood Transformation Team); 

• Housing Assessment (Housing Transformation Team); 

• People and Education Assessments (People and Education Team);  

• CBCR Analysis and Strategies (CBCR Team) 

• Marketing Study (La Frontera) 

 

Charrette Phase  

 

Acts as a fulcrum or middle phase and includes various strategic stakeholder workgroups around 

specific topics identified during the Charrette preparation phase through the public engagement 

process and various assessments. This phase includes the Design/Planning Teamwork Phase, 

during which the draft vision and goals are refined. 

 

The main focus of the Oracle Choice Neighborhood Design Charrette series is to: 

• Refine draft vision and Goals; 

• Identify the most viable housing strategy for Tucson House and for the Oracle Choice 

Neighborhood area; 

• Identify the most viable neighborhood strategy to support the needs of Tucson House 

residents and Oracle Choice Neighborhoods; 

• Identify opportunities residential development, including mixed-income/mixed-use, student 

housing, low-income housing, market rate housing, and TOD mixed-use along major 
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corridors; 

• Support connectivity, parks, and amenities needed to support a thriving Oracle Choice area; 

• Inform the conceptual designs based on Tucson House residents and neighborhoods’ needs. 

 

Open House Phase  

 

Resulting design concepts will be presented to Tucson House and neighborhoods during the open 

house phase for evaluation and refinement. Concepts selected will be refined and cost estimates will 

be produced. 

 

Design Charrette Series Coordination 
 

The Neighborhood Transformation team coordinated the design charrette series, providing brochures 

and other tools and holding numerous pre-charrette meetings with the Housing Transformation team 

and the various City of Tucson departments, including the City of Tucson Housing and Community 

Development, Transportation, Parks and Recreation and Police departments, the City of Tucson 

Office of Economic Development Initiatives, and Pima Community College.  The Housing Team  

coordinated  and facilitated charrettes with a specific housing focus.  

 

Neighborhood Transformation Team Design Charrette Series  
 

Titled Activating Spaces, the Neighborhood Transformation team design charrette series consisted 

of two design charrettes, one with neighborhood focus and the other with economic development 

focus. To allow easy access to Tucson House residents as well as neighborhood residents, 

businesses and partners, both charrette were held at Pima Community College, the anchor institution 

located at walking distance of Tucson House.  

 

Activating Space Design Charrette: Neighborhood Focus  
 

Titled Activating Spaces, the Neighborhood Transformation team design charrette series consisted 

of two design charrettes, one with neighborhood focus and the other with economic development 

focus. To allow easy access to Tucson House residents as well as neighborhood residents, 

businesses and partners, both charrette were held at Pima Community College on January 25, 2020, 

located at walking distance of Tucson House.  
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TABLE 1: Access, Connectivity, Beautification and Wayfinding 

Facilitators: Jennifer Toothaker, City of Tucson Department of Transportation and Emma Thompson, 

The Planning Center  

 

Workshop Focus: 

Identify connectivity and access needed to support neighborhoods throughout the area. 

 

Exercise 1 

Connectivity and access are key to thriving neighborhoods. What are the priorities in terms of 

connectivity and access needed to support your neighborhood? 

 

Methodology: 

Using the maps showing funded improvements Table Facilitator provided a brief summary of ongoing 

funding efforts including street, bicycle route and pedestrian improvements: 

• Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 20-Year Plan 

• Proposition 101: Safer City, Better Streets Bond Neighborhood Street Improvements 

• Proposition 407 Parks and Connections Bond 

• Other City of Tucson Improvements 

Participants were given 10 minutes to identify specific physical needs on an area map. The Table 

Facilitator asked participants to: 

 

□ Use a red dot to identify road improvements (repaving, resurfacing) and/or roads 

needing repair not covered by funded or ongoing projects  

□ Use an orange dot to identify roads needing sidewalk improvements, including ADA 

compliance upgrades. 

□ Use a green dot to identify areas needing streetscape green infrastructure 

improvements (trees, vegetation, opportunities for water harvesting etc.) 

□ Use a yellow dot to identify areas needing safe pedestrian street crossings  

□ Write an X on the map where there is a need for bicycle lane improvements in your 

neighborhood. 

□ Draw a circle to identify areas in your neighborhood in need of traffic calming and 

opportunities for incorporating signage and beautification: 
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o Street art murals 

o Roundabouts including water harvesting 

o Wayfinding 

o Other 

Results 

 

Table 1: Road Improvements (Red Dots) 

Describe DOT Location (Street Name and Closest 

Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 

Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Red 

Dots 

Along Mabel street (Drainage improvements) No 1 

San Ignacio (potholes/road resurfacing) Yes 1 

Oracle Road and Glenn Street (“Road conditions”) Yes 1 

 

Table 2: Sidewalk Improvements (Orange Dots) 

Describe DOT Location (Street Name and Closest 
Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 
Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 
of 

Orange 
Dots 

Glenn Street between Fairview Avenue and 15th 

Avenue  
No 1 

Along Fairview Avenue (ADA compliant Sidewalks) No 2 

Along Kelso Street (ADA compliant Sidewalks) No 1 

Along 15th Avenue (ADA compliant Sidewalks, Street 

lights), “14th & 15th ((ADA compliant Sidewalks)  
No 3 

Sahuaro Street and Oracle Road (ADA compliant 

Sidewalks) 
No 2 

Ocotillo Oracle Neighborhood (ADA compliant 

Sidewalks) 
No 1 

Stone Avenue and Speedway Boulevard (Note: 

“Crossing too short”) 
No 1 

Along  portions of 11th Avenue (ADA compliant 

Sidewalks) 
No 4 

Miracle Manor Neighborhood (ADA compliant 

Sidewalks) 
Yes 1 

Table 2: Sidewalk Improvements (Orange Dots) - Continued 
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Describe DOT Location (Street Name and Closest 
Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 
Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 
of 

Orange 
Dots 

Speedway Boulevard and Stone Avenue (Crossing 

too short) 
No 1 

Along Grant Road near Interstate-10 (Include 

Pedestrian Connections to The Loop) 
No 1 

Speedway Boulevard near Interstate-10 (Safe 

Pedestrian Connections) 
No 2 

Speedway Boulevard near Interstate-10 Frontage 

Road (Ped RR Underpass) 
No 1 

Speedway Boulevard east of Oracle Road (Note: 

“Issue of Clear Sidewalk”) 
No  1 

 

Table 3: Areas Needing Streetscape/Green infrastructure Improvements (Trees, Vegetation, 

Opportunities for Water harvesting etc.) (Green Dots) 

Describe DOT Location (Street Name and Closest 

Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 

Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Green 

Dots 

Alturas Street between 15th Avenue and 14th Avenue 

(Streetscape) 
No 1 

14th Avenue (flooding – opportunity for Water 

Harvesting 
No 1 

South of Speedway Boulevard along Railroad Tracks  No 3 

Along Fairview Avenue (“Trees”) No 3 

Along 15th Avenue south of Grant Road  No 2 
 

Table 4: Areas Needing Safe Pedestrian Street Crossings (Yellow Dots) 

Describe DOT Location (Street Name and Closest 

Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 

Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of 

Yellow 

Dots 

Crosswalks – Oracle and Lee extend time to get 

across 
No 0 

Along Oracle Road  No 7 

Along Grant Road west of Oracle Road No 3 

Mabel Street and 14th Avenue No 1 
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Table 5: Need for Bicycle Lane Improvements/Definition or Bike Crossings (X) 

Describe X Location (Street Name and Closest 

Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 

Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Xs 

Along 15th Avenue - Separate bike lanes No 3 

Stone Avenue and Ventura Street (Bike crossing) No 1 

Along Drachman Avenue (Wheelchair & Bike 

Improvements) 
No 1 

Speedway Boulevard and 14th Avenue (Bike x-ing) No 1 
 

Table 6: Areas Needing Traffic Calming, Public Art/Mural/Beatification or Wayfinding (Circle)  

Describe Circled area Location (Street Name and 

Closest Intersection or Indicate if the Entire Street) 

Is Improvement Identified a 

Funded Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of 

Circles 

Drawn 

on Map 

Oracle Road and Jacinto Street (“Safety”) No 1 

Oracle Road and Lee Street (“Safety issues”) No 1 

Esquier Park – adjacent building (“Public art”) No 1 

Miracle Mile and Drachman Street: Historic Neon 

Signs (Identity), More green, less concrete 
No 2 

Southwest corner of Speedway Boulevard and 

Oracle Road (Dunbar/Anita Public Art) 
No 1 

Jacinto Park No 1 

Anza Park (Street mural/seating) No 1 

Along Speedway Boulevard near intersection with 

Interstate-10 (Murals on buildings) 
No 1 

   

Tucson House (Mural on building) No 1 

15th Avenue west of Southwest Key (Cleanup 

Collapsing House) 
No 1 

Along Grant Road east of Stone Avenue (Murals on 

businesses/buildings) 
No 1 

Oracle Road north of Miracle Mile (Murals on bus 

stop) 
No 1 

Stone Avenue north of Blacklidge Drive (Murals on 

businesses/buildings”) 
No 1 
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Exercise 2 

Table Facilitators asked participants which was the top priority from the needs identified on the 

previous exercise and gave them ten minutes to discuss and to reach consensus. 

 

Results 

 

Table 1 Number 1 Priority was: Neighborhood Clean-ups, Community gardens, Buffer between 

industrial areas and residential areas 

 

Table 2 Number 1 Priority was: Pedestrian sidewalks (ADA), Beautification/Landscaping, Lighting on 

sidewalks 

 

TABLE 2: Proposed 15th Avenue Linear Park  

Facilitators: Greg Jackson, Deputy Director City of Tucson Parks and Recreation and Maria 

Masque, The Planning Center  

 

Workshop Focus: 

1. Identify pedestrian, bicycle and other streetscape improvements including safe cross 

walks to connect all the parks along the proposed 15th Avenue linear park 

2. Identify opportunities for water harvesting and other green infrastructure (trees and 

other landscape improvements) 

 

Exercise 1 

What are the priorities for the creation of a linear park/bike corridor that connects all the parks 

(Jacobs Pool, Jacinto, Francisco Elias Esquer, and Estevan parks) Richey Community Center, and 

Nash Elementary, supports active lifestyles, puts eyes on the street, and provides safe routes to 

school? 

 

Methodology: 

Table Facilitator provided a brief summary of park improvements funded by Proposition 407 Parks and 

Connections Bond. Participants were given 10 minutes to identify specific linear park needs on an area 

map. The Table Facilitator asked participants to: 
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□ Use a green dot to identify areas needing streetscape/green infrastructure 

improvements (trees, vegetation, opportunities for water harvesting etc.) along 15th 

Avenue 

□ Use a yellow dot to identify areas needing safe pedestrian street crossings along 15th 

Avenue  

□ Using a red dot to identify areas in need of traffic calming along 15th Avenue and 

opportunities for incorporating beautification enhancing the character and identity of the 

area: 

o Street mural projects 

o Roundabouts including water harvesting 

o Wayfinding 

o Other 

Results 

Table 1: Areas Needing Streetscape/Green infrastructure Improvements (Trees, Vegetation, 

Opportunities for Water harvesting etc.) (Green Dots) 

 

Describe DOT Location along 15th Avenue Linear Park 

Is Improvement 

Identified a Funded 

Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Green 

Dots 

15th Avenue and Ventura Street No 1 

15th Avenue between Kelso Street and Tipton Drive No 1 

Glenn Street between Fairview Avenue and 15th Street No 1 

Jacinto Park No 1 

15th Avenue between Flores Street and Ventura Street No 1 

15th Avenue and Elm Street No 1 

15th Avenue and Adams Street No 1 

15th Avenue next to Esquer Park No 1 

Grant Road and Interstate-10 No 2 

Stone Avenue south of Speedway Boulevard (SW corner of 

Anza Park) 
Yes (Proposition 407) 1 

Fairview Avenue on southern border of San Ignacio 

Neighborhood 
No 1 

Vanover Road between Fairview Avenue and 15th Avenue No 1 

Jacinto Street between Fairview Avenue and 15th Avenue No 1 
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Table 2: Safe Pedestrian Crossing along 15th Avenue (Yellow Dots) 

Describe DOT Location along 15th Avenue Linear Park 

Is Improvement 

Identified a Funded 

Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of 

Yellow 

Dots 

15th Avenue and Alturas Street No 1 

15th Avenue and Grant Road No 1 

Stone Avenue and Ventura Street No 1 

15th Avenue at Jacinto Park No 1 

15th Avenue and Plata Street No 1 

15th Avenue and Elm Street No 1 

Oracle Road and 1st Street No 1 

Miracle Mile and Oracle Road No 1 

Oracle Road and Lee Street (across from Pima Community 

College - Not enough time for crossing) 
No 1 

Oracle Road and Adams Street No 1 

Oracle Road and Speedway Boulevard No 1 

Speedway Boulevard and the Interstate-10 Frontage Road No 1 

Speedway Boulevard and Interstate-10 No 1 

Speedway Boulevard west of Oracle Road No 1 

 

Table 3: Areas Needing Traffic Calming, Public Art/Mural/Beautification or Wayfinding (Red Dots)  

Describe DOT Location along 15th Avenue Linear Park 

Is Improvement 

Identified a Funded 

Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Red 

Dots 

Jacinto Park 
Yes (Proposition 407 

Park improvements) 
1 

Esquer Park (Public Art) 

Yes (Proposition 407 

Park improvements – 

funded improvements 

do not include public 

art) 

1 

Speedway Boulevard and 14th Avenue No 2 

South of Speedway Boulevard at 1st Street (Public Art) No 1 

15th Avenue between Glenn Street and Grant Road No 2 

Oracle Road and Kelso Street No 1 

Along 15th Avenue between Grant Road and Elm Street No 4 
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Table 3: Areas Needing Traffic Calming, Public Art/Mural/Beautification or Wayfinding (Red Dots)  

(Continued) 

Describe DOT Location outside of 15th Avenue Linear Park 

Is Improvement 

Identified a Funded 

Improvement? 

Yes or No 

Number 

of Red 

Dots 

14th Avenue between Kelso and Jacinto Street No 1 

Jacinto Street between 14th Avenue and 15th Avenue No 1 

Along Fairview Avenue between Glenn Street and Grant 

Road 
No 2 

Southeast corner of Oracle Road and Glenn Street No 1 

Along Miracle Mile No 1 

Grant Road and 15th Avenue No 2 

 

Exercise 2 

Table Facilitators asked participants which was the top priority from the needs identified on the 

previous exercise and gave them ten minutes to discuss and to reach consensus. 

 

Results 

Table 1 Number 1 Priority: Improvements along 15th Avenue Linear Park 

Table 2 Number 1 Priority: Safe pedestrian connectivity between Esquer and Estevan Park and 

Connectivity to the Loop and El Paso Southwestern Greenway. 

 

Exercise 3 

Table Facilitators asked participants Imagine Esquer Park reconfigured to best serve the needs of 

Tucson House, Barrio Blue Moon and provide safe pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to Estevan 

Park south of Speedway and give participants 10 minutes to discuss and list ideas. 

 

Results 

Table 1 Number 1 Priority: Include fitness activities in Esquer Park 

Table 2 Number 1 Priority: Include dog park, Tucson’s House dog park is currently a rectangle 6 ft x 

3 ft consisting primarily of sand. Many Tucson House residents have dogs. 
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Activating Space Design Charrette: Business Focus  
 

Titled Activating Spaces, the Neighborhood Transformation team partnered with Pima Community 

College and the City of Tucson Office of Economic Initiatives to coordinate and facilitate a design 

charrette design charrette with a business and economic development focus. To allow easy access 

to Tucson House residents as well as neighborhood residents, businesses and partners, this charrette 

was held at Pima Community College, located at walking distance of Tucson House, on January 27, 

2020. Major partners including, representatives from the City of Tucson Wards, the Tucson Chamber 

of Commerce, Gem Show property owners, Pascua Yaqui Tribe Economic Development Office, 

architects, local preservationists, and  business owners participated in this event. This design 

charrette included 3 workshops described below.  

WORKSHOP 1: Access, Connectivity & Beautification for Business Support 

Workshop Focus: 

The focus of this workshop was to identify connectivity, access and beautification needs to support 

local businesses throughout the area. 

 

Exercise 1 

Connectivity and access are key to business success. What are the priorities in terms of connectivity 

and access needed to support your business? 

 

Methodology: 

Participants were given 10 minutes to identify specific physical needs on an area map. The Table 

Facilitator asked participants to: 

 

□ Use a red dot to indicate roads needing sidewalk (including ADA compliance) upgrades. 

□ Use a yellow dot to identify areas needing safe street crossings.  

□ Use a green dot to identify areas needing landscape improvements along streetscapes 

(trees, vegetation, etc.) 

□ Use an orange dot to identify needs bicycle parking. 

Each dot was assigned a point.  
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Results: Business Tables 

 

Sidewalk (including ADA compliance) A total of 5 red dots were placed on the maps identifying 

areas in need of sidewalk improvements, including ADA compliance upgrades, at the following 

locations: 

 

• The south side of Lester Street between Oracle Road and 15th Avenue 

• The bus stop on Miracle Mile east of Flowing Wells Road3 

• Stone Avenue and Glenn Street 

• Enhancements to existing sidewalks along 15th Avenue, especially south of Grant 

Road 

• 11th Avenue between Grant Road to Drachman Road 

 

Safe Street Crossings: A total of 11 yellow dots were placed on the maps identifying areas in need 

of safe street crossings at the following locations: 

 

• Miracle Mile and Flowing Wells Road (intersection improvements needed) 

• Addition of a creative sign or lighting at the bus stop located at Miracle Mile and 

Flowing Wells 

• Oracle Road and Lester Road 

• Speedway and Interstate-10 

• Oracle Road and Adams Street 

• Grant Road and 15th Avenue 

• Grant Road and Interstate-104 

• Oracle Road and Glenn Street (highly used, poses a challenge to traffic) 

• Oracle Road north of Miracle Mile5 

• Stone Avenue and Jacinto Street 

• Drachman Street and 10th Avenue 

 

 

3 This location has been verified to have high-quality ADA compliant sidewalks. Further inquiry with stakeholder is 
required to determine the intent of the placement of this dot.  
4 This dot included a note inquiring about whether an underpass is planned for this intersection through the RTA 20-year 
plan and whether it will be constructed by 2024. 
5 Note reads “Review data for HAWKs and locations” 
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Landscape Improvements (Green Infrastructure) A total of 21 green dots were placed on the maps 

identifying specific locations needing streetscape landscape improvements: 

 

• Along 15th Avenue 

• Along Miracle Mile (3 dots) 

• Oracle Road and Kelso Road 

• Oracle Road and Flores Street 

• Oracle Road between Lee Street and Adams Street 

• Lester Street west of Oracle Road 

• Along Stone Avenue (landscape and façade improvements) 

• Intersection of Stone Avenue and Lester Avenue 

• Along Drachman Street (4 dots placed at locations of Drachman Street/Oracle Road, 

Drachman Street/Stone Avenue and in the center of Drachman Street at 10th 

Avenue) 

• Intersection of Oracle Road and Speedway Boulevard 

• Intersection of Oracle Road and Mabel Street 

• Intersection of Fairview Avenue and Grant Road 

• Intersection of Stone Avenue and Alturas Street 

• Intersection of Main Avenue and Speedway Boulevard (2 dots placed: Southeast 

corner of Main Avenue/Speedway Boulevard and northeast corner of Main 

Avenue/Speedway Boulevard)  

• Intersection of Main Avenue and Helen Street 

 

Bicycle Parking: A total of 2 orange dots were placed on the maps identifying locations in need of 

bicycle parking: 

 

• Miracle Mile at existing motel locations 

• Grant Road west of Stone Avenue 
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Results: Residents Table 

Sidewalk (including ADA compliance) A total of 9 red dots were placed on the maps identifying 

areas in need of sidewalk improvements, including ADA compliance upgrades, at the following 

locations: 

 

• All of San Ignacio neighborhood (lack of sidewalks) 

• Intersection of Main Avenue and Mabel Street (no sidewalks exist) 

• Along Alturas Street on the east and west sides of Oracle Road (no sidewalks exist) 

• Jacinto Street between Oracle Road and 15th Avenue (no sidewalks exist) 

• Glenn Street between Fairview Avenue and 15th Avenue (buckled sidewalks) 

• Laguna Street between Fairview Avenue and 15th Avenue (buckled sidewalks) 

• Paris Promenade between Fairview Avenue and 15th Avenue (cracked and buckled 

sidewalks) 

 

Safe Street Crossings: A total of 4 yellow dots were placed on the maps identifying areas in need of 

safe street crossings at the following locations: 

 

• Main Avenue between Helen Street and Mabel Street6 

• Main Avenue south of Speedway Boulevard across from the Salvation Army Hospitality 

House 

• Intersection of Stone Avenue and Alturas Street 

• Intersection of Oracle Road and Kelso Street 

 

Landscape Improvements (Green Infrastructure) A total of 14 green dots were placed on the maps 

identifying specific locations needing streetscape landscape improvements: 

 

• Along Stone Avenue (4 dots placed between Blacklidge Street and Speedway) 

• Alturas Street between Oracle Road and Stone Avenue 

• Ventura Street between Stone Avenue and 9th Avenue 

• Intersection of Plata Street and 10th Avenue 

• Oracle Road between Alturas Street and Jacinto Street 

• 15th Avenue between Glenn Street and Grant Road (3 dots) 

• Fairview Avenue between Glenn Street and Grant Road (3 dots) 

 

6 This dot included a note suggesting painted lines on the roadway could be helpful. 
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Safe Street Crossings: A total of 6 orange dots were placed on the maps identifying locations in 

need of bicycle parking: 

 

• Intersection of Oracle Road and Lester Street (for Gem Show properties) 

• 15th Avenue between Ventura Street and Plata Street (by the Wash) 

• Flowing Wells Road south of Grant Road (at the access to the Wash) 

• Grant Road between 13th Avenue and 14th Avenue (a bus stop is located here and it is a 

busy area) 

• Intersection of Stone Avenue and Grant Road (there are businesses located here) 

• Intersection of Miracle Mile and Oracle Road 

 

Exercise 2 

Identify additional revitalization support (clean up, landscape maintenance, area beautification, 

parking, etc.) 

 

Methodology: 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note additional revitalization support (clean 

up, landscape maintenance, area beautification, parking, etc.) Table Facilitators guided the 

discussion and collected all the posted notes.  

 

Results: Business Tables 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• Street resurfacing/repaving around San Ignacio 

• Façade improvements on Oracle (similar to Downtown) 

• Façade improvements on Stone (similar to Downtown) 

• Economic development, collaboration 

• Police presence 

• Renting office space for a day/hours for presentation purposes 

• How to expose our artwork 

• Miniature houses 

• My business is my house (listed on google). I need a space (affordable), commercial for my 

business. 

• Motor courts can be restored as office space to be rented by the hour or day. 
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• The motor courts need incentives so they will add landscape. This will make them more 

inviting. 

• Signage improvement incentive with art projects to beautify the area and encourage people 

to stop and walk. 

• Certain areas need little kiosks with information about home businesses and/or their 

services in the adjacent neighborhood. 

• Office spaces for rent for the day, shared space 

• Trash in front of house, homelessness, need to address homelessness, organize cleanups 

and support beautification programs for good business presence. 

• More people coming to area to see businesses – tour 

• Shuttle for gem show- Lester St.- 1000 in Lester St. area 

• Trash collection during gem show needs to be more often. 

 

Results: Residents Tables 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

• Sleepy Hollow-Clean up 

• Grant & Oracle (former Walgreens) – Clean up 

• Oracle & Grant Walgreens 

• Clean-ups to help with beautification – Balboa 

• Signage 
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WORKSHOP 2: What Would a Revitalized Historic Miracle Mile Look Like? 

Workshop Focus: 

The focus of this workshop is to identify options to revitalize Historic Miracle Mile in a manner that 

supports area neighborhoods and businesses by addressing: 

 

1. Design strategies to support high quality mixed-use Transit-Oriented Development at the 

Intersection of Oracle and Grant roads (former Walgreens) 

 

2. Restoration and utilization of historic motor court hotels and other historic properties along 

Miracle Mile and Oracle Road 

 

3. Adaptive reuse of underutilized properties (example La Fuente) 

 

4. Gem show properties façade improvements and utilization of parking areas for temporary 

uses during off gem show season to activate spaces. 

 

Exercise 1 
 

Design strategies to support high quality mixed-use Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) at the 

intersection of Oracle Road and Grant Road. 

 

Methodology: 
 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note their big idea for establishing this area 

as a focal point identifying specific design strategies that would support TOD at the intersection of 

Oracle Road and Grant Road. The Table Facilitator provided the following topics as examples and 

asked participants: What would this area look like when revitalized?  

 

Examples: 

 

□ Integrated mix of uses in a cohesive manner 

□ Appropriate height and density transitions to adjacent residential areas 

□ Safe-by-design urban streetscapes with dark sky compliant light features for 

street and pedestrian scales designed to activate the area 
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□ Well defined pedestrian crossings of major roads including pavers, texture, or 

street art 

□ Pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods and businesses 

□ Safe-by-design public plazas, courtyards, and outdoor uses for community 

gathering and social interaction integrated in the design 

□ Incorporation of murals and public art in the design 

□ Incorporation of roof or side gardens for restaurants 

□ Contemporary Southwest architectural styles 

 

Results: Business Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• Murals 

• Food Destinations 

• Density – Increase Height Limits 

• Streetcar 

• Allow density on transit corridors 

• Streetcar up Oracle 

• Allow for more density along major corridors (support transit) 

• Make sure identified bike routes are resurfaced (fix roads) 

• Transportation from PCC to entertainment areas and other businesses and services 

• Recruit homeless to do work as needed 

• Uplift Oracle Rd. medium divider 

• More restaurants on Oracle Rd. 

• Yoeme art (Yaqui) 

• Resource list for different organizations in the city 

• Transit station should feature an inviting environment and support services for homeless 

• Encourage infill solar farms on vacant land that would encourage landscape. Certain areas 

could also have food trucks. 

• Solar corridor – solar cells for shade, garden, solar farm, gathering areas. Areas for food 

trucks on vacant.  

• Bus stops are sometimes too far apart 

• Una plaze con 50 6 negocios Name San Jesus 
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Results: Residents Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

 

• Sidewalk and bike parking 

• Arts for All Water fountain Water feature 

• Trees, flowers, neon signs, archway (incorporates garnet stones) 

• Gift shops 

• Trees, flowers, edible plants 

• Bus stops, solar shades, solar panel power producing shades 

• Sign with area gems of the desert (Garnet of Tucson) 

• Sabino Mt. Lemmon Trolley 

 

Exercise 2 
 

Adaptive Reuse: What would a Revitalized Historic Miracle Mile Corridor Look Like? Focus: Miracle 

Mile and Oracle Road 

 

Methodology: 
 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note their big idea for efforts that would 

support revitalizing Historic Miracle Mile as a destination from a business owner perspective.  

 

The Table Facilitator provided the following topics as examples of restoration of historic motor court 

motels and other historic buildings and asked participants: What would this area look like when 

revitalized?  

 

Examples: 

□ Ghost Ranch Lodge (Residential Model) 

□ Monterey Court (Non-Residential Model)  

□ Repurposed as Artspace (Live, Work, Shop Model Mesa) 

□ Retaining their original function as hotels (catering to gem show, 

tourism/visitors, etc.) 
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Results: Business Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• Crosswalk Art 

• Artistic bus shelter design 

• If casino comes in – Build an attractive draw for casino visitors to Miracle Mile 

• Walking tours 

• Flowing Wells/Miracle Mile corridor signs – Artwork welcome to Historic Miracle Mile 

• Automotive annual car show for the Historical route 

• Quotes/Bulletin Board 

• A celebration of Miracle Mile 

• History plaques/markers 

• Historic signs that draw people with the style of the time 

• Signs for historical route Miracle Mile/Flowing Wells 

 

Results: Residents Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

 

• Artistic crosswalks 

• Archway introducing area 

• Mixed-use (2-story housing  with businesses on lower level and housing 2nd story) 

• Park n’ Ride at Miracle Mile and Oracle 

 

Exercise 3 
 

Opportunities for adaptive reuse of underutilized properties (example La Fuente and warehouses) 

and opportunities for activating gem show properties parking lots. 

 

Methodology: 
 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note their big idea for adaptive reuse efforts 

that would support adaptive reuse of underutilized properties.  
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The Table Facilitator provided the following topics as examples of restoration of historic motor court 

motels and other historic buildings and asked participants: What would this area look like when 

revitalized?  

 

Examples: 

□ Food Market (example former 17th Street Market Model)? 

□ Restaurant/Retail? 

□ Coffee House/Retail? 

□ Co-workspace?  

□ Façade Improvement Programs 

□ Murals  

□ Temporary use of empty parking lots during gem show off season: 

o Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) pick up 

o Farmers Market/Fresh Food Stands/Food Trucks 

o Car shows 

o Art fairs providing opportunities for local artists living in the area 

 

Results: Business Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• Get most out of property vs. buildings (i.e. Motor courts but not total destroy…) 

• Utilization of historic buildings/element as “scenery” fronts 

• Motor courts as student housing/artist/visitors/visiting faculty/etc. 

• A market like San Agustin w/ a courtyard 

 

Results: Residents Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

 

• Arts & commercial along Miracle Mile 

• Vacant buildings and land – make a time limit on how long a building/land can be vacant 
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Workshop 2: Fact Sheet Handout  
 

1. Historic Miracle Mile Corridor’s Historic Neon Signs. The Tucson Historic Preservation 

Foundation proposed Vintage Tucson Neon Art Walk of Historic Highway Route 80 & 89 and 

Drachman Street could assist in protecting and preserving these local historic landmarks.  

 

2. The City of Tucson’s Adaptive Reuse Program provides a streamlined approach to bringing 

new uses to historic structures and reinvesting in Tucson’s old and historic buildings. 

Opportunities exist to reinvest in historic court motels and old buildings (La Fuente) to revitalize 

the area and support existing businesses and neighborhoods by: 

• Promoting sustainable infill development 

• Supporting pedestrian friendly & transit-oriented neighborhoods 

• Protecting historic structures and neighborhoods 

• Providing sensitive transitions to existing single-family development 

 

3. Successful examples of historic court motels revitalization within the Choice Neighborhood 

area include: 

 

• Ghost Ranch Lodge (Miracle Mile): Model for residential development 
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• Monterey Court Café (Miracle Mile) Model for non-residential development including 

restaurant, bar, art galleries, performance space, and shopping. 
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4. Successful historic building renovations including mixed-use live/work for artists: 

• Artspace: Artspace is a Minnesota-based nonprofit real estate development firm 

creating, fostering and preserving affordable and sustainable space for artists and arts 

organizations throughout the US. They transform historic buildings and warehouses 

into Artspace live/work projects that include common spaces such as galleries, meeting 

rooms, and green space that encourage tenant engagement, cooperation, and 

community involvement. Most Artspace live/work projects are mixed-use buildings. 

 

• Mesa Artspace. Completed in 2018, Mesa Artspace Lofts include 50 affordable 

housing units designed for artists and other creatives. This is the first Artspace 

development in Arizona. 

 

              
 

Artspace Lofts Floor Plan Sample 
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Workshop 3: What Would a Revitalized Drachman Look Like? 
 

Workshop Focus: 
  

Identify options to revitalize Drachman as a destination that supports Tucson House, Pima 

Community College (anchor institution) and area neighborhoods and businesses, specifically 

addressing: 

 

1. Defining Drachman as a Destination/Gateway: Revitalization, Intensification, Mixed-Use, 

and Adaptive reuse of underutilized properties  

 

2. Activating Drachman Streetscape as a Pedestrian-centered Roadway 

 

Exercise 1 
 

Defining Drachman as a Destination Gateway: Revitalization, Intensification, Mixed-Use, and 

Adaptive reuse of underutilized properties. 

 

Methodology: 
 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note their big idea for establishing 

Drachman as a Destination Gateway focusing on opportunities for revitalization, intensification, 

mixed-use, and adaptive reuse of underutilized properties. Visual idea prompters were provided in 

PowerPoint format. The Table Facilitator listed the following opportunities and asked participants: 

What would this area look like when revitalized?  

 

Opportunities: 

 

□ Intensification: pedestrian-oriented Drachman meets auto-oriented Oracle Road: 

o Granite Site (future residential) 

o Primavera site (childcare and preschool)  

□ Gem Show Property and Tucson House Annex as Focal Points: 

o Façade Improvement Program 

o Murals/Public Art 

o Adaptive reuse of Tucson House annex (Market)  
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o Utilization of Gem Show Properties’ Parking Areas off Season (Food Trucks, Art 

Fairs, Car Shows, Read and Dine Programs, Recycled Small Container Shops) to 

activate the area 

□ Intensification at intersection with Stone and along Drachman corridor (North side) 

 

Results: Business Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• Move neon museum to Drachman in one of the vacant buildings to compliment neon signs 

• The “community” of area w/ Pima Community College (restaurants, business, service) to 

benefit both 

• The “community center at the center of the community” Copper cactus and Fronteir 

• If can’t economically restore/reuse historic buidings, take elevations/pieces of buildings and 

tie into neon sign park-like 

• Renovation, student housing, faculty housing, any housing that ties the community and PCC 

• Bulldoze north side to allow for redevelopment that complements centers of excellence 

• Bulldoze and add new buildings for restaurants and businesses 

• Gem show housing “BNB” renovate and lease out 

• Create a community space on Drachman for neighborhood and college 

• New developments on northeast and southwest corners of Stone and Speedway 

• Restore neon signs – The Tucson Inn 

• Drachman professional offices 

• Restaurants 

• Bus tours 

• Mineral district – gem show facilities year round 

• Lounge (live music, food, open mic) 

• Cyber café 

• Coffee store 

• Video display somewhere – Historical info/infomercial feature businesses and local art and 

the people 

• Barrio Hollywood desert landscape and welding art 

• Bike route 

• Salon/barber shop 

• Gem & Mineral “Art” & panels 

• Race car thing 

• Tiny house park 
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• Mobile business park (a community spot to have special events) 

• Community center 

• Restaurant 

• Mt. Calvary Baptist church will be a bank 

• Just a street that’s there – concentrate on driving when we go through 

• Gem Show museum – historic facts, etc. 

• More public art to beautify area like outside Tucson High 

• Ceramic tiles and brick planters painted by local residents 

• Container or artistic way of having food spaces and art spaces on gem show property to 

activate other months of the year 

• Gem show tents, empty space, incorporate artistic spaces here  

• This is the automobile gateway of Tucson. Use elements from the 1950’s-1960’s. Copper 

boulders and elements that would celebrate the gem show 

• Plaster murals (art), remodel apartments 

• Add more bus stops so they are not so far away from each other and more accessible 

• Owner-occupied vs. rental? What are the demographics? 

 

Results: Residents Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

 

• Drachman professional offices 

• Mobile bathrooms/showers 

• “Hub” 

• Homeless resources – more like Salvation Army, education 

• Passcode water fountains (on timer) 

 

Exercise 2 
 

Activating Drachman Streetscape as a Pedestrian-Centered Roadway. 

 

Methodology: 
 

Participants were given 10 minutes to write on a posted note their big idea for establishing 

Drachman as a pedestrian-centered destination supporting the Tucson House, Pima Community 

College, the anchor institution, existing businesses, and adjacent neighborhoods in a manner that 
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activates this vital corridor. The Table Facilitator listed the following design concepts as examples 

that may help revitalization and asked participants: What would this area look like when revitalized?  

 

Examples  

□ Streetscape definition incorporating: 

o Parklets 

o Temporary Revocable Easements (TREs) on minor streets (11th, 10th and 9th ) 

o Safe crosswalks 

o Gathering spaces courtyards, plazas and parklets as unifying spaces  

o Complete streetscapes including ADA sidewalks, green infrastructure (trees, water 

harvesting) hardscapes (lights, benches, etc.) 

o Banners incorporating Historic Miracle Mile and Pima Community College 

Presence. 

o Well defined bicycle lanes  

o Safe pedestrian and bicycle connectivity through the area and to adjacent 

neighborhoods 

o Neon Sign Preservation and Interpretive Signage 

 

Results: Business Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by business owners on posted notes: 

 

• PCC Revitalized Block 

• Drachman Pedestrian Corridor 

• Revitalization of Drachman – Gathering place; plaza 

• Jogging trail 

• A park w/ a ramada for outdoor community activity (music hall?) 

• Safety issues (lighting, basketball carts, park, food, apartments) 

• Add a park or a green space with sculptures (pocket park) 

• Ceramic tiles and brick planters painted by local residents 

• Nice brick sidewalks with planters 

• Walkway should feature minerals (large scale) to highlight the mineral district 

• Fix patchwork of sidewalks and lighting along Drachman 

• Create connections between Tucson House and neighborhood north of PCC 

• Streetscape Drachman, do the PCC improvements, then the market will come naturally 

• Park – basketball courts 
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Results: Residents Tables 
 

The following comments were provided by residents on posted notes: 

 

• Passcode water fountains (on timer) 

• Art studios, coffee shop, professional with a connection to the college 

• Trees (shade) and benches, courtyards (for pedestrians) 
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FACT SHEET: What Would a Revitalized Drachman Look Like?  
 

1. Historic Miracle Mile Corridor’s Historic Neon Signs. The Tucson Historic Preservation 

Foundation proposed Vintage Tucson Neon Art Walk of Historic Highway Route 80 & 89 and 

Drachman Street can help preserve these local historic landmarks.  

 

2. The City of Tucson’s Adaptive Reuse Program provides a streamlined approach to bringing 

new uses to historic structures and reinvesting in Tucson’s old and historic buildings. 

Opportunities exist to reinvest in historic court motels and old buildings (La Fuente) to revitalize 

the area and support existing businesses and neighborhoods by: 

• Promoting sustainable infill development 

• Supporting pedestrian friendly & transit-oriented neighborhoods 

• Protecting historic structures and neighborhoods 

• Providing sensitive transitions to existing single-family development 

 

3. Successful mixed-use live/work for artists: 

• Artspace: Artspace is a Minnesota-based nonprofit real estate development firm 

creating, fostering and preserving affordable and sustainable space for artists and arts 

organizations throughout the US. They transform historic buildings and warehouses 

into Artspace live/work projects that include common spaces such as galleries, meeting 

rooms, and green space that encourage tenant engagement, cooperation, and 

community involvement. Most Artspace live/work projects are mixed-use buildings. 

 

• Mesa Artspace. Completed in 2018, Mesa Artspace Lofts include 50 affordable 

housing units designed for artists and other creatives. This is the first Artspace 

development in Arizona. 
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4. Temporary Revocable Easements (TRE). Allows an establishment such as a restaurant to 

get a permit for the temporary use of City land or right-of-way. Appropriate for secondary 

streets like 11th, 10th, and 9th. This can incorporate additional outdoor sitting spaces for 

restaurants that activate the public realm. 

 

5. Recycled Small Containers. Small compact permanent small businesses supporting area 

businesses and requiring low capital investment providing opportunities for business 

startups. See photos below. 
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TUCSON HOUSE RESIDENTS SURVEY 
 

 

TH Survey Neighborhood as of 2/14/20 

 

Q127 - Thinking of the parks in your neighborhood, what features are not there 

now that you would most like to have? 

 

Note: Tucson House includes a pool.  
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In your neighborhood, is there access to... 
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How important are these neighborhood services to you?  
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How important are the following issues to the seniors that you know? (including 

yourself, if applicable) 
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What do you consider to be the strengths of your neighborhood? (Check all that 

apply) 
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Q57 - What are things you don't like about your neighborhood? (check all that 

apply) 
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 TEXT ANSWERS:
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If you could live in another neighborhood in Tucson besides this one, would you 
move? 
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What would make it easier for people in your neighborhood to get to work, school, the 

store, or other places? 

 

Are any of the following barriers to getting around your neighborhood comfortably? 

(select all that apply) 
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Do you consider the following to be problems in your neighborhood? 
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RAW INPUT DATA SECTION 
This section includes all the raw input data obtained through the various community efforts.  

 

TABLE 1: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “IMPROVE”    

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Clean Up 
Safety/Poverty/ 
Homelessness 

Built Environment 
Food Improvement  

Ideas 

Roads (potholes) Graffiti Crime Closed down motels/ 
inns – Reuse the 
buildings?   

Food desert “Walk –to-or-ride” 

event where residents 
walk or bike through the 
Oracle Choice 
Neighborhood Meet?? 
Streets closed, food, 
music, history of each 
neighborhood. 

Potholes on road Graffiti Crime Closed motels and 
vacant buildings 

 Attract volunteer home repair 

program – Rebuilding Together?  

Other? 

Traffic calming Less trash Crime Tucson Inn  Strengthen connection to UA 

Streetscape 
Grant/Oracle 

Trash, furniture, 
beds, trailers, 
dismantled 

Safety/crime Fix up vacant buildings  Hopes 
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TABLE 1: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “IMPROVE”    

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Clean Up 
Safety/Poverty/ 
Homelessness 

Built Environment 
Food Improvement  

Ideas 

 

Streetscape 
improvements to Stone 
– tax incentives?  Façade 
grants?  Our section of 
Stone is rough and does 
not represent us well 

Trash, debris, 
furniture, 
mattress 

Crime reduction Fewer abandoned 
buildings /hoses 

  

Streetlights Clean up freq. / 
illegal dumping 

Lower crime Huge unoccupied areas 
in trailer parks 

  

Safe streets  TPD & City tightens 
up on motel 
owners who allow 
drug dealers & 
prostitution 

For more people to 
have a safe place to live 

  

Accessibility for persons 
in wheelchairs 

 Public drug use 
(crack pipes in the 
alley and around 
PCC campus and 
on vacant 
lots/buildings? 

Park on Speedway & 

Stone/ homeless 

  

Accessible mobility 
(sidewalks & slopes that 
are challenging for 
wheelchairs) 

 Dealing with 
homelessness and 
drug users 
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TABLE 1: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “IMPROVE”    

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Clean Up 
Safety/Poverty/ 
Homelessness 

Built Environment 
Food Improvement  

Ideas 

Shade  Addiction / 
drug use 

   

Shade  Homelessness 
– create 
homeless 
shelter for 
safe living 

   

Shade  Poverty    

?? - walking  Poverty    

No sidewalks - 
walkability 

 Poverty / 
crime 
reduction / 
help shelter 
for homeless 

   

Sidewalks  Reduce / 
eliminate 
homelessness 
& poverty in 
area 

   

Sidewalks  Do away with 
homelessness 
 
 

   

Sidewalks – [??]      
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TABLE 1: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “IMPROVE”    

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Clean Up 
Safety/Poverty/ 
Homelessness 

Built Environment 
Food Improvement  

Ideas 

No sidewalks - 
walkability 

 Homeless    

Walkability  We have to 
help people in 
need 

   

Walkability      

Bikeability      

Pedestrian connectivity 
with walking & biking 

     

Too many driveways      

Trail (walking, bicycles / 
connection to the Santa 
Cruz Loop Trail) 

     

Sidewalks and crossings 
for walking – too many 
driveways 

     

New bus stop at M.M. 
and Flowing Wells 
headed west to east 
across from Policy 
Station 

     

Bring the trolley??      

Storm H2O control      
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TABLE 1: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “IMPROVE”    

Transportation/ 
Infrastructure 

Clean Up 
Safety/Poverty/ 
Homelessness 

Built Environment 
Food Improvement  

Ideas 

- Flowing east to west 
from Glenn going east 
from Oracle 

- Water flowing north 
from Glenn to Flowing 
Wells  

Roads resurfacing – 
Glenn & Flowing Wells 
to take & direct storm 
water to the Santa Cruz 
River to I-10 

Trees and landscaping      

More plants      

More native plants and 

trees 

     

Landscape      

Trees – Greenery      

Trees      
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TABLE 2: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “PROUD”     

Transportation 
Services/ 
Institutions 

Historic Elements 
Public Spaces/ 
Environment 

Housing Demographics Location 

Good access to 
public 
transportation 

Pima College 
(education is an 
equalizer) 

The history of 
the area as the 
heart of 
Tucson 

City 
neighborhoo
d center, 
pocket parks 

My house Diversity Location 

Pullouts for public 
busses on some 
roads 

Pima Community 
College 

The 
attractiveness 
to roadway, 
the neon 
saguaro, the 
longtime 
motels still 
operational…a
nd that may 
father’s trailer 
sales having 
been across 
from the Green 
Lantern 

Quiet 

neighborhood 

street 

How some 
buildings have 
been improved 
for living 

Diversity of ethnicity 
and ages 

Great central location for our 

services business to serve all 

of Tucson 

Bike/pedestrian 
crossing at 
Speedway & 10th 

Pima Community 
College 

Saguaro 
[assume ref. to 
MM Neon 
Saguaro] 

Funky A few nice 
houses with 
character and 
plants 

 Location – Downtown, 

interesting part of town close 

to lots – Freeway 
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TABLE 2: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “PROUD”     

Transportation 
Services/ 
Institutions 

Historic Elements 
Public Spaces/ 
Environment 

Housing Demographics Location 

Rt 16 (bus?) Good “anchors” – 
Pima College, 
Amphi High 
School, City 
neighborhood 
center, pocket 
parks, Literacy 
Connects, Dunbar 
School 

Saguaros 
[assume ref. to 
MM Neon 
Saguaro] 

Regarding our 
neighborhood – 
Most of the trees 
that we planted 
have flourished 

Tucson House  Close to Downtown 

Bus 16 – every 10 
mins. & 10 
every ?? 

Literacy Connects Vintage motels Blue Moon Tucson 
House Community 
Garden 

Tucson House  Easy access to rest of Tucson 

E/W Grant Road Arts for All Historic – a 
part of 
Tucson’s 
beginnings and 
growth 

West University 
“water park: on 
4th & 1st 

Tucson House   

The conditions of 
Oracle Rd.; it’s well 
maintained; traffic 
flow 

Dunbar School Neon signs 
enhance & give 
area unique 
historic flavor 

 Transformation of 
Ghost Rach 
(reuse, reduce, 
recycle) 

  

Looks good along 
Oracle Rd. 

Health, 
education, and 
social services 
within walking 
distance 

Neon sign     
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TABLE 2: HUD Kickoff November 2018 “PROUD”     

Transportation 
Services/ 
Institutions 

Historic Elements 
Public Spaces/ 
Environment 

Housing Demographics Location 

 Monterey Court 
music 

Neon signs     

 Juanita’s food Neon signs     

 Taqueria Juanitos Neon signs     

 Several great 
restaurants in the 
area 

Neon signs & 
motor inns 

    

 The Dunbar 
Center 

Neon signs 
relocated to 
Pima College 

    

 Gospel Rescue 
Mission 

Pima 
Community 
College – Sign 
preservation 

    

 Police station Neon signs 
relocated to 
Pima College 

    

  Historic neon 
signs (at Pima 
Community 
College and at 
businesses) 

    

  Historic 
Miracle Mile 
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Public Meeting March 25: Recorder Sheet 
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Public Meeting March 25: Input 
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Public Meeting March 25: Neighborhood Recorder Sheets 
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Public Meeting March 25: Input Data 

 

Most Immediate Neighborhood Needs Comments 

Street safety/improvements 4 

Food Desert- Need Grocery Stores, fresh fruit stands 5 

Community Garden/Green Space/Individual Gardens/How To Grow Education 3 

Green Infrastructure 1 

Appearance 2 

Park and Neighborhood Safety 3 

Funding 1 

Connectivity, Access, Mobility 6 

Public Transportation 1 

Public Art 1 

Local Restaurants 1 

Children activities 1 

Pharmacy 1 

Homelessness 3 

Housing  1 

Park/Community Center/Fitness Park 5 

Traffic Calming/ 1 

Land Use Conflicts 1 
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In Which Specific Ways Can Neighborhoods be improved to Support These Needs? 
Comments 

Visible, bike patrol presence, street lights, general maintenance/reduce potholes 6 

Locally-oned local foods (Healthy Options) Pop-up markets, supermarket delivery warehouse 7 

Individual Gardens/How To Grow in Community Gardens/Urban Gardens Education 3 

Street safety improvements, Shade/resped from heat, more trees 3 

Clean-ups, trash clean-ups/pick-up, general maintenance, empty lots/derelict properties/code enforcement 5 

TPD Officers in parks, Neighborhood Watch, Enfornment, Consisten policies 3 

Grants 1 

Accesibility to all Modes/Walkability/Bike Pedestrian Connectivity/links to The Loop 6 

Bus System improvements  1 

Murals/Murals of History 3 

City of Gastronomy 2 

Splash park 1 

  
Find a solution to homelessness/more shelters 3 

Housing options for poverty striken area 1 

Open School after hours, Boys and Girls Club, Funding for summer afterschool youth programs 1 

  

Community Events Comments 

CBRC & Choice 1 

Car show 1 

National Night Out 1 

Block Parties 1 

 

Draft Vision Statements Comments 

A beautiful, tree-lined community where neighbors help one another. A safe place, where families have the 
resources they need to nurture future generations.  1 

Communities coming together to create a safe, vibrant and modern neighborhoods 1 
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Tables Comment Boards 
Comments 

Reinvestment in the Area 1 

Quite Neighborhood Streets (15 year/quick return) 1 

Healthy Community (mental, physical, built) 1 

Clean and Safe (but not Urban Renewal) 1 

Inclusive (process and outcome) 1 

Work cooperate with Tucson House to create, safer, prettier, inviting, modern, clean 1 

and affordable area 
 

History (protect sites, neon signs, businesses, restaurants, hotels) 1 

Jobs/activity (indoor/outdoor) opportunities for all 1 

Multigenerational area 1 

Communities coming together to create safe, vibrant and modern neighborhoods 1 

  

People & Education Comments Relevant to Neighborhoods: Comments 

Electronic Charging Stations 1 

Grocery stores/food stores 2 

Dog Park 1 

Community Garden 1 

 

Housing Comments Relevant to Neighborhoods Comments 

Opportunities for mixed-use 2 

Neighborhood gardens/rainwater harvesting 1 

More sidewalks/streetlights 1 

More trees 1 

Fix community garden 1 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

109 

Oracle Choice Neighborhood  
Neighborhood Team Outreach 

 
 
 
 
 

Public Meeting March 25: Comment Cards from 3/25/19  

Questions:  
1. Who else should be involved? 
2. How do we get more people engaged in this initiative? 
3. What is the best way to reach your neighbors? 

 

• Big worry about possible relocation 

• More ads,  

• Meetings 6pm 

• Give cake people will come see you 

• Neighborhood banners around each street or block advertising the meeting 

• Offer transportation 

• Get more businesses involved 

• Get more involvement by advertising at events even out of the area a little. If there are parent/teacher 
conferences at Nash, table there to get in touch with more parents and families. 

• Have fliers at local businesses! ☺ 

• Keep the mailers coming! 

• Mail cards 

• Food provided 

• Promote efforts to outside neighborhood areas 

• Media attention when there is positive, forward activity 

• Promote website/newsletter 

• Meet during the day, end of day (4/3pm) 

• Show success stories that have occurred in other cities/states 

• Food at meetings (like tonight) 

• Public announcements (TV/radio/etc) 

• Meet Saturday mornings 

• Who else? Neighbors to ’05 area (because if crime is “cleaned up” in ’05, it will be moved to nearby 
neighborhoods) 

• How to get more people involved? Best way to reach neighbors: 
o Neighborhood Association newsletter 
o NextDoor 
o Tucson News Digest 
o News and Radio (KVOI) 
o Newspaper 
o KXCI 

• Have reps come to community neighborhood meetings 

• Business owners participate 

• More networking/knocking on doors 

• I think have meetings on Saturdays could get more people engaged. 

• Pay for ads sponsors on FB to share message 

• Have times on Saturdays/other options 

• Advertise on radio 
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Public Meeting June 27, 2019 
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Public Meeting September 25, 2019 
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Neighborhood Transformation Team (April 24, 2019)  

A total of 21 participants completed the flash survey card. The following tables yields results by 

category.  

 

 Tucson House  Residents/Businesses All Respondents   
Categories Totals Percent Totals Percent Totals Percent 

Safety 8 8 7 9 15 8 

Clean Ups 8 8 7 9 15 8 

Grocery Store/Pharmacy 9 9 3 4 12 6 

Public Services (Police, Fire, EMS, Library, Etc.) 6 6 6 7 12 6 

Jobs/Employment 3 3 8 10 11 6 

Parks, Recreation, Trails 6 6 5 6 11 6 

Outdoor Events (Music, Movies, Festivals) 7 7 4 5 11 6 

Farmers Market 8 8 2 2 10 5 

Fresh Vegetable/Fruits 6 6 3 4 9 5 

Housing 6 6 2 2 8 4 

Better Public Transportation 5 5 3 4 8 4 

Tree-shaded Streetscapes 6 6 2 2 8 4 

Public Art/Murals/Graffiti Abatement 4 4 4 5 8 4 

Places to Eat 6 6 2 2 8 4 

Sidewalks 3 3 3 4 6 3 

Community Center 4 4 2 2 6 3 

Homeless Shelters 3 3 3 4 6 3 

Youth Programs 1 1 4 5 5 3 

Bicycle Routes 1 1 3 4 4 2 

Community Garden 2 2 2 2 4 2 

Swimming Pool 1 1 2 2 3 2 

Entertainment 2 2 1 1 3 2 

Sports 0 0 2 2 2 1 

Splash Pad 0 0 1 1 1 1 

Total Responses (All Categories) 105 100 81 100 186 100 
 

Respondent Distribution Respondent Percent 

Tucson House Residents 11 52 

Area Residents/Businesses 9 43 

Tucson Police Department 1 5 

Total Number of Comment Cards Collected 21 100 
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Neighborhood Transformation Team Meeting (October 2019) 

Survey Data 

 

A total of 16 participants completed the survey. The following table yields survey results by category.  

 

Categories Totals Percent 

Safety   
Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streets, Parks 14 25 

Neighborhood Prosperity   
Supporting Local Businesses, Job Training and Job Creation 1 2 

Revitalizing Motor Court Hotels (Examples Ghost Ranch & Monterrey Court) 1 2 

Connectivity Access & Mobility  0 

Bicycle Connectivity 2 4 

Sidewalk Connectivity 2 4 

Linear Parks Connecting all Parks, Nash, Richey, & De Anza 3 5 

Improved Public Transportation (more frequent/more routes) 6 11 

Connectivity to Bus Stops 1 2 

Access to jobs, job training & services 4 7 

Neighborhood Services/Amenities  0 

Community Meeting Space 0 0 

Clean Ups 0 0 

Places to shop, eat and entertain 4 7 

Grocery store/pharmacy 10 18 

Community Character/Identity  0 

Historic District Signage 0 0 

Tree-shaded Streetscapes 3 5 

Business Façade Improvements 0 0 

Public Art 0 0 

Parks Recreation & Trails  0 

Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals) at Parks 0 0 

Action dog park at Francisco Elias Esquer Park 1 2 

Green Infrastructure  0 

Water Harvesting/Green Infrastructure/Tree-planting 3 5 

Farmers Market/ Community Garden 0 0 

Access to fresh vegetables/fruits 0 0 

   
Total Responses (All Categories) 55 100 
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Respondent Distribution Respondent Percent 

Tucson House Residents 3 19 

Neighborhoods (residents and businesses) 6 38 

Non-profit Groups 5 31 

City Departments 2 13 

Total Number of Comment Cards Collected 16 100 

 

Thrive in the 05 Spring Fair (May 2019) 

Adult Survey Data 

 

A total of 133 adults participated in the survey. The following table yields survey results by category.  

 

Survey Category 
Total 

Responses 

Access to Jobs/employment 7 

Bicycle Connectivity 4 

Sidewalk Connectivity 5 

Public Transportation (More Frequent/More Choices) 5 

Clean Ups 9 

Parks, Recreation and Trails 6 

Public Art/Murals 8 

Three-shaded Streetscapes 7 

Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals)  10 

Community Center 5 

Swimming Pool 4 

Splash Pad 8 

Housing 4 

Homeless Shelter 6 

Youth Programs 8 

Safety 9 

Entertainment 7 

Sports 7 

Public Services (Library, Police, Fire, EMS, etc.) 8 

Fresh Vegetables/Fruits 5 

Places to eat 7 

Grocery store/pharmacy 3 

Farmers Market 8 
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Community Garden 5 

Total Number of Categories Selected 155 
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Elementary and Middle School Survey 

 

A total of 17 elementary and middle school students participated in the picture survey. The following 

table yields survey results by category.  

 

Survey Category 

Number of 
Responses Per 

Category 

Activities (biking) 7 

Fresh Fruits/healthy Foods 12 

Parks and Trees 12 

Movies, Music, Festivals 6 

Swimming Pool/Splash Pad 11 

Homes 14 

Public Art/Murals 8 

Good Places to Eat 12 

Safe Places to Look Up at the Stars 6 

Community Garden/Farmers Market 8 

Sports 11 

Total Number of Categories Selected 107 
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Thrive in the 05 Fall Fair (November 2019) 

Adult Survey Data 

 

A total of 133 adults participated in the survey. The following table yields survey results by category.  

 

Survey Category 
Total 

Responses 

Safe Neighborhoods, Businesses, Streetscapes, Parks 26 

Bicycle Connectivity 5 

Sidewalk Connectivity 11 

Improved Public Transportation (More Frequent/More Choices) 5 

Connectivity to Bus Stops 6 

Bicycle, Pedestrian, Bus Access to Jobs, Job Training & Services 4 

Places to shop, eat and entertain 14 

Grocery Stores/Pharmacy 12 

Tree-shaded Streetscapes 6 

Business Façade Improvements 2 

Public Art 7 

Outdoor Events (Movie Nights, Resource Fairs, Festivals) at Parks 18 

Connectivity to Parks and Trails in the Choice Area 7 

Water Harvesting/Green Infrastructure/tree planting 3 

Farmers Market/Community Garden 5 

Access to fresh vegetables/fruits 7 

Total Number of Categories Selected 138 
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Survey Participant Distribution 

 

Participant Distribution Number Percent 

Tucson House 0 0 

Pascua Yaqui Old Pascua 0 0 

Miracle Manor 20 49 

Balboa Heights 4 10 

Coronado Heights 1 2 

Ocotillo Oracle 1 2 

Flowing Wells 2 5 

Choice Neighborhood Vicinity 1 2 

Oracle Road 4 10 

Miracle Mile 2 5 

Barrio Blue Moon 0 0 

Unidentified 6 15 

Total Participants: 41 100 

 

 

 


